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To: Janet, my precious wife. Chloe, Abbey, John Caedmon, Kassidy
and Phoebe, children whom I love more than they are able to
understand. The best thing about Christmas is the celebration of the
birth of Jesus and the salvation and good news He brings. The next
best thing is spending time together with my family, repeating the
sounding joy!

To Kevin Low and the Low Family. Kevin has been a great
encourager and prayer partner as I have worked on this book.

To David: I miss our ministry partnership. Godspeed and favor to you.

If you are in the Salinas/Monterey, California area, then please be
our guest at Valley Baptist Church on 320 Church Street.

We meet every Sunday morning at 10:30AM and Wednesday
nights at 6:30pm. You will be warmly welcomed no matter what
you wear, what color your skin is, or whether you come from a
mansion, or have no home at all. Come join us!

“THIS is a time of feasting; and we may as well have our feast as
other people have theirs. Let us see whether there is not
something for our spiritual palate, something to satisfy our
spiritual appetite, that we may eat, and be content, and rejoice
before the Lord.”

—CHARLES SPURGEON, CHRISTMAS EVE 1881
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Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Don’t
be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people: Today a
Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you
in the city of David. This will be the sign for
you. You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth
and lying in a feeding trough.” Suddenly there
was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying: Glory to God in the high-
est heaven, and peace on earth to people He
favors! Luke 2:9-14

news ever proclaimed to that point: The message of the

angel found in Luke 2 that Jesus, the King and Savior
of humanity, had been born in a most humble manner. In the an-
gel’s announcement, we see proclamations of peace, gospel (good
news), worship, and joy. This devotional is set up similarly. There
are 25 days of Advent devotionals (from December 2-December
25) and those days are divided in their themes, with some being

F I Yhis devotional is thematically linked to the greatest



focused on the Gospel of Jesus, some on peace for those in tur-
moil, some calling us to worship, and some simply reminding us
of the joy and hope of the Advent.

e Gospel Themed Days are color coded dark green
e Peace Themed Days are color coded light blue

e  Worship Themed Days are color coded purple

e Joy and Hope Themed Days are color bright green

A word on format: Each day’s devotional begins with a Scrip-
ture passage, so that our minds will first and foremost rest on the
Word of God. You will notice that the Scriptures from the New
Testament will be colored red and the Scriptures from the Old
Testament colored blue. This, of course, might be slightly differ-
ent from what you are used to (Words of Christ in red...), but the
decision to present the devotionals this way is quite intentional.
The colored text of the Scripture is to set them apart from the
other writings in each devotional section — to elevate the Scripture
to a place of priority. The entire New Testament is colored red in
order to proclaim the truth that ALL of it is the inerrant and un-
broken Word of God, not just the sayings of Jesus. The Old
Testament is also the Word of God but is presented with blue ink
to distinguish it from the New Testament.

A word on theology: Are you, like me, just a little bit annoyed
when you read somebody’s Twitter profile, and it says something
like, “retweets don’t indicate endorsements.” Well, this is the
equivalent of that, and I apologize. Below you will find that I have
quoted the prayers and some writings of many Early Church Fa-
thers. All the prayers and writings quoted below represent solid
and biblical theology. HOWEVER, I do not find agreement with
every single theological idea of all people represented in this
book. C.S. Lewis, for instance, is one of my heroes of the faith,



and one of the best writers Christianity has ever had. However,
his theology in some areas is unfortunately a little too close to
Christian Universalism, and strays away from a clear acknowl-
edgment that Jesus is the only way to Heaven. (See John 14:6,
compared to the end of The Last Battle, for instance.) Similarly,
I would not fully agree with the theology of Chromatius, of Basil
of Caesarea, of Leo I, or of Macarius of Egypt. And that’s okay,
actually. The fact is that NONE of us have perfect theology. I
wish I did, and if there was a place in my theology that I knew
didn’t line up with the truth of the Bible, then I would change it
immediately...but I just can’t see all my errors. Neither could
Charles Spurgeon in the past — as brilliant as he was, nor can
somebody like John Piper or Wayne Grudem today. There are
holes in all our theologies. The quotes and passages below were
chosen to line up as close to true biblical truth as possible

A word on modernization of quotes. Some people won’t like this,
but I did a very slight amount of modernization of quotes from
people that lived before the twentieth century. There were a lot of
‘thous’ that got changed to ‘yous.” A sentence that read, “Thou
Shalt bring unto me a hot flagon of the fruit of the cocoa bean,”
Would be simplified into, “You should bring me a cup of hot
chocolate.” No meanings were changed, only archaic language
was lightly updated to be more understandable. This is not a de-
votional for scholars, but for normal salt of the earth people.
British spellings (‘flavour’) were generally left as they were.

Finally, a word on the depths of what we celebrate at Christmas,
from pastor H.B. Charles:

Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter celebrate the main events of
the Christian faith. These holidays spotlight historical facts that
establish the foundation of Christian truth. It is often claimed that



the major religions of the world essentially teach the same thing.
That claim is categorically false, and you do not need to be a
scholar in theology to explain the uniqueness of the Christian
message. You only need to have a biblical understanding of what
happened on Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter!

Considering the glorious truths these events point to, it is a joy
to preach about the Incarnation, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet pastors often struggle to find texts or
topics to preach during the holiday seasons. It is more of a strug-
gle for the pastor who has serve the same local congregation for
many years. You feel they have heard the major text and key nar-
ratives before.

If this is the situation you find yourselfin, [ would like to offer
a novel idea. Preach (and read!) the key passages and stories an-
yway. Don’t look for something new to say. Dig deep in the word
of God to find fresh water from the old wells.'

Thank you for purchasing or somehow acquiring this book. I am
even more blessed that you are reading it! May the words con-
tained within be a great blessing and source of joy for you, and I
hope that this will assist you in finding fresh water from old wells!

Merry Christmas: Christ has come. Christ has died. Christ has
risen, and Christ has triumphed forevermore! Merry Christmas
indeed.

' H.B. Charles, “A Novel Idea for Preaching Christmas” (Source:
https://www.hbcharlesjr.com/2016/12/05/a-novel-idea-for-preaching-christ-
mas/)



CHAPTER ONE (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 2 - SERVANTHOOD

Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who,
existing in the form of God, did not consider equal-
ity with God as something to be used for His own
advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assum-
ing the form of a slave, taking on the likeness of
men and when He had come as a man in His exter-
nal form, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death—even to death on a
cross. Philippians 2:5-8

Augustine - Church Father, African Writer and
Theologian, Bishop of Hippo (354-430AD):

y mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, of the Lord
Mthrough whom all things have been made and who has

been made in the midst of all things; who is the Re-
vealer of His Father, the Creator of His mother; who is the Son of
God through His Father without a mother, the Son of man through
His mother without a father. He is great as the Day of the angels,
small in the day of men; the Word God before all time, the Word
made flesh at a suitable time. Maker of the sun, He is made under
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the sun. Disposer of all ages in the bosom of the Father, He con-
secrates this day in the womb of His mother; in Him He remains,
from her He goes forth. Creator of heaven and earth, He was born
on earth under heaven. Unspeakably wise, He is wisely speech-
less; filling the world, He lies in a manger; Ruler of the stars, He
nurses at His mother’s bosom. He is both great in the nature of
God, and small in the form of a servant, but so that His greatness
is not diminished by His smallness, nor His smallness over-
whelmed by His greatness. For He did not desert His divine works
when He took to Himself human members. Nor did He cease to
reach from end to end mightily, and to order all things sweetly,
when, having put on the infirmity of the flesh, He was received
into the Virgin’s womb, not confined therein. Thus the food of
wisdom was not taken away from the angels, and we were to taste
how sweet is the Lord.? (From a sermon preached by Augustine
in December, 411 AD)

2 Augustine, “Sermon 5,” in St. Augustine: Sermons for Christmas and
Epiphany, ed. Johannes Quasten and Joseph C. Plumpe, trans. Thomas
Comerford Lawler, vol. 15, Ancient Christian Writers (New York; Mahwabh,
NJ: The Newman Press, 1952), 85-86.
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Jesus Came as a Servant!

Can I be honest? When I was writing today’s message, [ almost
switched translations from my preferred (Holman Christian
Standard) to a different one. Why? Because of that one ugly, nasty
word that you see in Philippians 2:7, “slave.” If there ever was a
loaded word, ‘slave,’ is it. ‘Servant’ isn’t much better, but at least
it doesn’t hit with quite the wincing force as the word ‘slave.’
Think about it — really try and wrap your mind around it. Jesus
came as a...slave. The Greek word there is ‘Doulos,” and, to be
fair, it can be rendered as ‘servant,’ or ‘slave.’” Probably the Greek
word ‘Doulos’ is somewhere in the middle of what we think of
when we think of the terms servant and slave. Can you imagine
the president of the United States doing something like this? The
Queen of England? The Premier of China? Just thinking about a
human of great wealth, power and renown masquerading as a
servant is noteworthy and would probably make for a good Dis-
ney-style movie. But Jesus didn’t MERELY masquerade as a
servant/slave...He stepped down from His Kingly throne, left His
Heavenly Kingdom (where there is no suffering or tears) and be-
came a human servant/slave — living His entire earthly life that
way. The King becoming a slave...that is the REAL meaning of
Christmas.

Response/Prayer

Bless your servants, whose trust is all in you; bless all Christian
souls, the sick...and those who have asked us to pray for them.

Show yourself as merciful as you are rich in grace; save and pre-
serve us; enable us to obtain those good things to come which
will never know an end. May we celebrate your glorious birth,
and the Father who sent you to redeem us, and your Spirit, the
Giver of life, now and forever, age after age. Amen. (Ancient 3"
century Syriac prayer)






CHAPTER TWO (Peace Theme)

DECEMBER 3 - PEACE IN THE
MIDST OF SUFFERING

Because of our God’s merciful compassion, the
Dawn from on high will visit us to shine on those
who live in darkness and the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1:78-79

C.S. Lewis — Oxford Professor, Author of the beloved
Narnia Series and many other excellent works:

O JESSIE M. WATT, Christmas 1959

Thanks very much, and herewith our greetings. We never

needed the prayers of our friends more. The tide has turned
and the latest X-ray check reveals that my wife’s trouble is all
coming back. The cat had let the mouse run so far away that it

thought it had escaped ...
C. S. Lewis (Christmas Day, 1959) 3

3C. S. Lewis, The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis, ed. Walter Hooper,
vol. 3 (New York: HarperCollins e-books; HarperSanFrancisco,
2004-2007), 1116.
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To: Father Peter Milward...You are in my daily prayers. Will
you pray much for me at present? The cancer from which my
wife was (as I believe, miraculously) delivered 2’ years ago,
when death in a few weeks was predicted, is returning. Can
one without presumption ever ask for a second miracle? The
prophet turned back the shadow for Hezekiah once, not twice.
Lazarus raised from the dead presently died again.

C.S. Lewis (Christmas, 1959)*

Suffering, At Christmas??

. When the Angel of the Lord first visited the shepherds with the
good news of the birth of Jesus, they gave a most hopeful procla-
mation, telling the shepherds to NOT be afraid, because the angel
had GOOD news of GREAT joy — the birth of a rescuer. That’s
all fine and good when things are going well for us, but what if
you find yourself in the same position right now that C.S. Lewis
was in 19597 As you can see in the two letters copied above,

4 C. S. Lewis, The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis, ed. Walter Hooper,
vol. 3 (New York: HarperCollins e-books; HarperSanFrancisco,
2004-2007), 1117.
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Lewis was married at the time to the love of his life, the American
author Joy Davidman. Lewis and Davidman had only been mar-
ried for a few months in 1956 when Davidman fell, broke her leg,
and was diagnosed with incurable metastatic cancer. Though doc-
tors gave the couple little hope, the cancer had gone into
remission in 1957, seemingly cured in a most miraculous way.
Unfortunately, by winter of 1959, the couple was devastated by
the news of the cancer’s return. Joy Davidman would go on to die
in July of 1960, a loss that quite literally broke Lewis’ heart.

Why such a sad story at the beginning of our journey together?
The fact is that Christmas is a time of great mourning and diffi-
culty for many people. A time of the year when some grieve most
their departed loved ones, and others deal with crushing seasonal
depression. Are you facing a difficult trial this year like C.S.
Lewis and Joy were facing? Well, I have good news. The coming
of Jesus is the BEGINNING of the end of all suffering!

Understanding that whole phrase is important. The Bible says Je-
sus came to undo and destroy all the works of the devil. (“7he Son
of God was revealed for this purpose: to destroy the Devil’s
works.” 1 John 3:8) He WILL do that, and He has BEGUN the
process of the destruction of the works of the devil...but that de-
struction is not yet completed. When Jesus rose from the dead, He
defeated death and made a way so that ALL who wholeheartedly
look to Him for salvation in faith will NOT perish but have eternal
life. However, we are still living in an age of death and suffering.
Indeed, Jesus didn’t sugar coat that reality...He PROMISED His
followers that life would be exceedingly difficult for them. (“/n
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have over-
come the world.” John 16:33) Yes! Jesus PROMISED tribulation
and difficulty, but He also PROMISED that He had overcome the
world.
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Where does that leave us now? We still face suffering and death
and cancer and divorce and pain, and depression and violence and
arguments and hatred and racism, and sometimes it all just gets
kind of overwhelming, doesn’t it? Don’t despair...there is good
news. The same Jesus who was announced by the angels is COM-
ING AGAIN. And, when He returns, He will end pain and
suffering, death and torment FOREVER. The good news is this:

#1 Jesus came to earth as a human baby, lived the perfect life we
should have lived, and died the death of sinners that we deserved.
Rather than rotting in the ground, He was raised from the dead
and promised His followers that same victory over death and eter-
nal life in Heaven if they would turn from their sins and follow
Him wholeheartedly in faith.

#2 That same Jesus is coming AGAIN, and this time, He will ut-
terly defeat death and wipe every tear from every eye. Tomorrow,
we will read more about that promise together!

Response/Prayer

No more let sin and sorrow grow

Nor thorns infest the ground:

He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.

From: Joy to the World, By Isaac Watts.



CHAPTER THREE (Peace Theme)

DECEMBER 4 — TEARS NO MORE

Look! God’s dwelling is with humanity, and He
will live with them. They will be H is people, and
God Himself will be with them and be their God.
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
Death will no longer exist, grief, crying, and pain
will exist no longer, because the previous things
have passed away. Revelation 21:3-4

The Venerable Bede — British monk from the Kingdom
of Northumbria. Known as the Father of British
History. Writer of books and hymns (672-735 AD):

The Hymn of the Martyred Innocents by Bede

I et us chant the hymn of the Martyred Innocents, whom
earth lost, and wept, but heaven gained and was glad.

A cruel king destroyed them, the merciful Creator received
them, making them happy with Himself in the brightness of the
never-ending kingdom.
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Herod was angry, and slew every child below the age of two,
staining with their sacred blood the borders of Bethlehem.

A voice in Rama was heard, lamentation of poignant grief, and
Rachel shed a flood of tears over her infant sons.

Fear not, Little Flock, the prowling lion’s tooth! for the Good
Shepherd will give yon the pastures of heaven.

The Father will wipe every tear from off vour cheeks:
death shall have no further power to hurt vou, enclosed now
within the walls of Life.

They that sow in tears, reap eternal joy: and the Creator wipes
every tear away from the mourner’s face.

No, Bethlehem! thou shalt not be called the least among the thou-
sand cities, for out of thee came the divine Leader! O truly blessed
City!
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A God Who Wipes Tears?!

. What is the oldest Christmas carol that you know of? If you
guessed Silent Night or Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, you are
off by well over one THOUSAND vyears! Christians have been
singing Christmas/Advent songs since at least the 300s (and, if
you consider the songs in Luke 1 ‘Christmas’ songs...then much
longer than that!) The earliest surviving Christmas song that we
have is called “Jesus Refulsit Omnium” (“Jesus, Light of All the
Nations”) and was written around 336 AD by Hilary of Poitiers.
The second oldest surviving Christmas song was written a few
years later by Aurelius Clemens, and was called “Corde natus ex
Parentis” (“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”) We will discuss an-
other fourth century Advent song a bit closer to Christmas, but
for now, you just read many of the lyrics to what is one of the
oldest Christmas carols that has survived — the poignant work
copied above called “The Hymn of the Martyred Innocents,” by
the Venerable Bede. Reading the lyrics, you’re probably struck
by the somber beginning and the hopeful ending. Perhaps you’ve
also realized that this is a Christmas carol that commemorates the
slaughter of all the male children under 2 by King Herod’s troops,
as recorded in Matthew 2:16-18:

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been outwitted by the wise
men, flew into a rage. He gave orders to massacre all the male
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and
under, in keeping with the time he had learned from the wise men.
Then what was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was ful-
filled: A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to
be consoled, because they were no more

This tragedy doesn’t often make it into most retellings of the
Christmas story, as we in the West prefer our stories to be
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sanitized of suffering, but Matthew faithfully records this
tragedy, thus inspiring Bede to write about it almost 700 years
later. Notice, however, how Bede’s song does not end in sorrow,
but TRIUMPH! What is the turning point of the hymn? I believe
it’s the line that begins, “The Father will wipe every tear from
your cheeks...” That is a powerful line, and a powerful promise.
As we alluded to yesterday there is this wondrous promise in
Scripture that God Himself, upon the Second Coming of Jesus,
will personally wipe every tear from every eye. I gather two
incredibly important truths from that passage:

1. Some of us will be crying right up until the end of
human history and the return of Jesus. Anybody that tries
to sell you a Christianity that doesn’t involve some
suffering and sorrow has more in common with a
deceptive used car salesman than a faithful Bible teacher.

2. There will be an END to all human tears, grief, death and
suffering!

Meditate on the promises of Revelation 21 below. Pray them
back as thanksgiving to God for His coming rescue!

Response/Prayer

Revelation 21:3-7
Then I heard a loud voice from the throne:
Look! God’s dwelling is with humanity,
and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself
will be with them and be their God.
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
Death will no longer exist, grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer,

because the previous things have passed away.
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Then the One seated on the throne said, “Look! I am making everything
new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful and true.”
And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will give water as a gift to the thirsty from the
spring of life. The victor will inherit these things, and I will be his God,

and he will be My son.

Father, Guide of Israel, Son and Father, both one, Lord. Give to us, who
follow your command, to fulfill the likeness of your image, and to see,
according to our strength, the God who is both a good God and a Judge
who is not harsh. Do yourself bestow all things on us who dwell in your
peace, who have been placed in your city, who sail the sea of sin
unruffled, that we may be made tranquil and supported by the Holy
Spirit, the unutterable Wisdom, by night and day, unto the perfect day,
to sing eternal thanksgiving to the one only Father and Son, Son and
Father (Prayer of Clement of Alexandria, Circa 200AD)






CHAPTER FOUR (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 5 - TASTE AND SEE!

How sweet Your word is to my taste—sweeter than
honey in my mouth. I gain understanding from
Your precepts; therefore, I hate every false way.
Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my
path. Psalm 119:103-105

Charles Spurgeon - Britain’s Prince of Preachers,
prolific writer and pastor. (1834-1892):

ceptiveness. A man may hear a thing and, as we say, it

goes in at one ear and out at the other, and so it does often,;
but that which a man gets into his mouth till he tastes it, and it is
sweet to his palate, well, he has received that. If it is sweet to him,
he will not do as they who have something lukewarm, which is
objectionable, which they spit out of their mouth; but when he
finds it palatable, the sweetness will make him keep it in his
mouth till he swallows it down into his inward parts. So I love
this thought of tasting God’s word, because it implies nearness,
and it implies an actual reception, and a veritable holding-fast of
that which is so appreciated by the taste.

F I Yhis idea of tasting God’s word contains the thought of re-
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This, then, may be the exclamation of a soul tasting the gospel for
the first time; but it may also be the exclamation of a soul cheered
by still continuing to taste the gospel: “How sweet are your words
unto my taste!” ... “I have known Christ these thirty years; but he
is as precious to me as ever he was, his word is as fresh and novel
as if I had never heard it before, and his promise comes to my soul
with as much of life and power as if he had only spoken it yester-
day, and I had never heard it till this moment.” Are you not
surprised, sometimes, you who are getting into middle life, or
even verging on old age, to find how sweet God’s word still is to
you? And if, perhaps, you have been away from the house of God
travelling in foreign lands, or you have been laid aside by sick-
ness, or, if, perhaps, you are a preacher, and do not often hear a
sermon, is it not a very delightful thing to sit in your pew, and
when you are hearing the gospel, to say, “Oh, it is sweet! It is
coming home to me now”?

I heard a sermon, some years ago,—I do not often get the oppor-
tunity of hearing sermons,—and, when my tears began to flow
under a simple statement of the gospel, I said to myself, “Yes, I
am not a mere dealer in it, who only hands it out to others, for I
relish the flavour of it myself.” Why, I have had to stand here,
sometimes, like the butchers at Christmas time, cutting and chop-
ping off joints of meat for you all, and I have not had even a snack
myself all the while; but when I get the opportunity of sitting
down at the table, and listening, it may be, to a poor, humble
preacher talking about Christ, I set my knife and fork to work, and
say, “Yes, that is just the very food for me, give me some more of
it! My soul can feed upon such fare as that;” and I have felt glad,
with an inward and unspeakable delight, to find how sweet it was
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to my taste; “yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” Rejoice, dear
friends, if you find it so.’

Feasting on the Gospel

Charles Spurgeon was a singularly amazing person. Possessing a
near eidetic memory, and an incredible mind, he was one of the
most prolific ministers that has ever lived. Before he had turned
20, Spurgeon preached over 600 times! During his prime, Charles
Spurgeon pastored a church of 6000 people — the largest in the
world at the time — and knew every member BY NAME! He
preached 5-10 sermons per week for 57 years and wrote 150
books. An amazing and fruitful person, to be sure! Perhaps the
only thing I personally have in common with Spurgeon is that I

3 C. H. Spurgeon, “The Best Christmas Fare,” in The Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 39 (London: Passmore & Alabaster,
1893), 615.
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am also a preacher and have been in ministry for over 25 years. It
is a tremendous privilege to be in ministry, but among the many
dangers of church leadership is that you have a temptation to only
go to the Word of God when you are preparing to preach, teach,
lead Sunday School, or share a small devotion. When that hap-
pens, you are only focused on feeding others, and do not yourself
take in the sweet and enriching Word of God. This is as danger-
ous, if not more, than a cook spending all their time in the
preparation of food, and never once ingesting even a calorie of
nutrition. Eventually that cook would die of malnutrition, and the
preacher who never feasts on the Word of God will also die.

When the angel encountered the shepherds, he promised them
“good news of GREAT joy.” The Bible’s testimony of Jesus is a
sweet-tasting feast to our soul and spirit. Don’t neglect to savor
the Word of God by reading it, meditating on it, pondering it,
singing it and rejoicing in it. You will find that the Word lights
your way (gives you guidance in life) and fortifies your soul (by
building you up in faith and truth.) Feast away!

Response/Prayer

As I rise from sleep I thank You, O Holy Trinity, for through your great
goodness and patience You were not angered with me...nor have you
destroyed me in my sins, but have shown your usual love for men, and
when [ was prostrate in despair, You raised me to keep the morning
watch and glorify your power. And now enlighten my mind's eye and
open my mouth to study Your words and understand Your command-
ments and do Your will and sing to You in heartfelt adoration and
praise. (Prayer of Basil of Caesarea, 330-379 AD)



CHAPTER FIVE (Worship Theme)

DECEMBER 6 - CHILD WORSHIP?

After hearing the king, they went on their way. And
there it was—the star they had seen in the east! It
led them until it came and stopped above the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed beyond measure. Entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary His mother,
and falling to their knees, they worshiped Him.
Then they opened their treasures and presented
Him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod,
they returned to their own country by another
route. Matthew 2:9-12

Charles Spurgeon - Britain’s Prince of Preachers,
prolific writer and pastor. (1834-1892):

to look to Jesus again. The incarnate God! My eyes swim

F I Yhough it is many a year since I first looked to him, I desire
with tears to think that he who might have crushed me into
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hell for ever, becomes a young child for my sake? See him, all of
you, and when seeing, worship.

What did the wise men do next? They worshipped him. We can-
not properly worship a Christ whom we do not know. “To the
unknown God” is poor worship. But, oh, when you think of Jesus
Christ, whose goings forth were of old from everlasting, the eter-
nally-begotten Son of the Father, and then see him coming here
to be a man of the substance of his mother, and know and under-
stand why he came and what he did when he came, then you fall
down and worship him.

“Son of God, to thee we bow,
Thou art Lord, and only thou,
Thou the woman’s promised seed;

Thou who didst for sinners bleed.

We worship Jesus. Our faith sees him go from the manger to the
cross, and from the cross right up to the throne, and there where
Jehovah dwells, amidst the insufferable glory of the divine pres-
ence stands the man, the very man who slept at Bethlehem in the
manger; there he reigns as Lord of lords. Our souls worship him
again. You are our Prophet, every word you say, Jesus, we believe
and desire to follow: you are our Priest, your sacrifice has made
us clean, we are washed in your blood; you are our King, com-
mand, we will obey, lead on, and we will follow: We worship
you. We should spend much time in worshipping the Christ, and
he should ever have the highest place in our reverence.

After worshipping, the wise men presented their gifts. One broke
open his casket of gold and laid it at the feet of the new-born King.
Another presented frankincense—one of the precious products of
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the country from which they came; and others laid myrrh at the
Redeemer’s feet; all these they gave to prove the truth of their
worship. They gave substantial offerings with no miserly hand.
And now, after you have worshipped Christ in your soul, and seen
him with the eye of faith, I won’t need to say to you, give him
yourself, give him your heart, give him your substance. Why, you
will not be able to help doing it. He who really loves the Saviour
in his heart, cannot help devoting to him his life, his strength, his
all.®

What a Strange Sight

How odd would it be to have seen the wise men worshipping a
little child...and yet these extremely educated and important men
did just that, they worshipped young Jesus with their gifts, their
words, and their attention. Picture the scene in your mind. Young
Jesus (we can’t tell from the text of Matthew whether He was still
a baby, or a young child at this time — the Greek word is ambigu-
ous) sitting on the lap of His mother, while all these important
men worship and offer their expensive gifts. It is a strange sight

6 C. H. Spurgeon, “The Sages, The Star, and The Saviour,” in The
Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 16 (London: Passmore
& Alabaster, 1870), 719-720.
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to ponder, until you realize that, up until that point in human his-
tory, no human had ever walked the earth that was worthier of
worship than the little Jesus. These ‘wise’ men were earning their
title well by their response of worship.

The Angels had the exact appropriate response to the announce-
ment of the birth of Jesus: They praised and glorified God in
unison, “Glory to God in the highest Heaven, and peace on earth
to people He favors!” That should be our FIRST response to
Christmas as well. Yes, Christmas is a time of gratitude, of family
togetherness, of giving, of love and peace...but above all else, let
Christmas be a time of worship!

Response/Prayer

Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Though an Infant now we view Him,
He shall fill His Father’s throne,
Gather all the nations to Him;

Every knee shall then bow down:

All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the eternal Three in One.
(James Montgomery — 1816)



CHAPTER SIX (Worship Theme)

DECEMBER 7 - WORD MADE
FLESH

For a child will be born for us, a son will be given
to us, and the government will be on His shoulders.
He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. The domin-
ion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end.
He will reign on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice
and righteousness from now on and forever. The
zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this.
Isaiah 9:6-7

Chromatius — Theologian, Pastor, Bishop of Aquileia.
Friend of Ambrose and Jerome. (400 AD):

tended the King after his birth, after the magi in their
journey remained obedient to the star. For immediately the
magi fell to their knees and adored the one born as Lord. There in
his very cradle they venerated him with offerings of gifts, though
Jesus was merely a whimpering infant. They perceived one thing

I et us now observe how glorious was the dignity that at-
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with the eyes of their bodies but another with the eyes of the mind.
The lowliness of the body he assumed was discerned, but the
glory of his divinity is now made manifest. A boy he is, but it is
God who is adored. How inexpressible is the mystery of his di-
vine honor! The invisible and eternal nature did not hesitate to
take on the weaknesses of the flesh on our behalf. The Son of
God, who is God of the universe, is born a human being in the
flesh. He permits himself to be placed in a manger, and the heav-
ens are within the manger. He is kept in a cradle, a cradle that the
world cannot hold. He is heard in the voice of a crying infant. This
is the same one for whose voice the whole world would tremble
in the hour of his passion. Thus he is the One, the God of glory
and the Lord of majesty, whom as a tiny infant the magi recog-

nize. It is he who while a child was truly God and King eternal.
7

The Mystery of the Birth of Jesus.

Another day to ponder the wonder of the Incarnation — the Word
made flesh...King Jesus in Heaven lowering Himself to be born
as a baby in a pitiful manger. Chromatius, writing around 400 AD,
calls the incarnation a ‘mystery,” and indeed it is. And what a

7 Manlio Simonetti, ed., Matthew I—13, Ancient Christian Commen-
tary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 27.
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profound and beautiful and confounding mystery! Hear the ado-
ration in Paul’s tone as he speaks of this wondrous mystery:

I want their hearts to be encouraged and joined together
in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured un-
derstanding and have the knowledge of God’s mystery—
Christ. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid-
den in Him. Colossians 2:2-3

It is Paul’s desire that the heart of the Colossians (and by
extension, ours also!) would have knowledge of Christ, because
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Him!
Likely the wise men, in bringing their treasure to Jesus, did not
realize that they offered their meager gifts to the one who was
and 1s the greatest treasure the world has ever seen. Let that
thought lead you to worship as you ponder the hymn below.

Response/Prayer

We mentioned above the earliest Christmas carols in history, but
what about the earliest Christian songs? It is possible that the very
earliest Christian song (at least one of them) was written and sung
before 100 AD AND RECORDED IN THE BIBLE! Apparently,
Paul quotes from that song in 1 Timothy 3:16:

And most certainly, the mystery of godliness is great: He
was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by
angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the
world, taken up in glory.

Let’s worship to this truth today!






CHAPTER SEVEN ( )

11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald, apos-
tle, and teacher, 12 and that is why I suffer these
things. But I am not ashamed, because I know the
One I have believed in and am persuaded that He
is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until
that day. 2 Timothy 1:11-12

John Piper — Pastor, Theologian, Writer and Founder
of Desiring God Ministries. (1946-):

,here are many in our church family who because of age
Tor sickness will inevitably ask themselves the question to-

day: “Is this my last Christmas?” Life is good and precious
and we don’t want to lose it. We can talk all we want about the
good things of life, but if we don’t have /ife, we don’t have any-
thing. “What does it profit if you gain the whole world and lose
your life?” O how precious is our life. If you don’t feel it now,
wait till you get very sick. Then you will know why Hezekiah
wept bitterly with his terminal illness and pled for added years (2

Kings 20:1-7). The message of Christmas to you who see your
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death on the horizon is that you need never lose your life. It is
good to live. Your life is precious and can be saved.

Last Wednesday was the fifteenth anniversary of my marriage
to my wife Noél. One of the things I said to Noél as I took her in
my arms Wednesday evening was, “I would sure hate to lose
you.” And we sat quietly for a while letting that thought intensify
our love for each other. We like to say with the Puritans, “It was
no accident but a ‘gracious Providence’ when we fell in love in
1966.” But we know very well that sooner or later one of us will
be taken away. We also recall that our Lord said, “In the resurrec-
tion there is neither marriage nor giving in marriage” (Matthew
22:30). Must I, then, live in fear that I will lose No€l? The mes-
sage of Christmas for me on my anniversary is that I need never
lose her—ever! Christmas is God’s guarantee to his children that
whatever the new age may bring, it will not bring the annihilation
of anything good.

The message of God to you this Christmas morning is that
whatever is good and precious in your life need never be lost. No
beauty, no pleasure, no love, no skill that is good and precious
need vanish forever from you. It can all be saved. The Christmas
message is that even when you feel them slipping between your
fingers, God can catch them all and restore them to you again.
Not one of you needs to live in fear or anxiety that what is good
and precious in your life will be lost.®

“Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son
of Man sits on his glorious throne... (Matthew 19:28, NIV)

8 John Piper, Sermons from John Piper (1980—1989) (Minneapolis, MN: De-
siring God, 2007).
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The Good News of Christmas!

What is the best part about Christmas? If most people were
honest, I suppose they would point to the gift giving and
receiving. But I assure you, Christmas has MUCH better news for
us than just temporal gifts. John Piper is absolutely correct above
when he states that because of Christmas, “whatever is good and
precious in your life need never be lost.” “But wait!” some might
say, “Don’t we just spend our time in Heaven singing to God on
clouds and playing our harps?” No! - that view of Heaven has
more in common with the Italian Renaissance than it does with
biblical truth. What will Heaven be like? The Bible never gives
us a crystal-clear description of life in Heaven, but we have
enough pictures of it to know that it will be anything but boring.
Consider this rich description of Heaven from the end of
Revelation 21 and the beginning of Revelation 22:

1 did not see a sanctuary in it, because the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb are its sanctuary. The city does not
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God’s glory
illuminates it, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will
walk in its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their
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glory into it. Each day its gates will never close because it
will never be night there. They will bring the glory and
honor of the nations into it. Nothing profane will ever enter
it: no one who does what is vile or false, but only those writ-
ten in the Lamb’s book of life... Then he showed me the
river of living water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the
broad street of the city. The tree of life was on both sides of
the river, bearing kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every
month. The leaves of the tree are for healing the nations, 3
and there will no longer be any curse. The throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His slaves will serve
Him. They will see His face, and His name will be on their
foreheads. Night will no longer exist, and people will not
need lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will give
them light. And they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation
21:22-22:5)

What a beautiful image! Because of Christmas, we who have
wholehearted faith in Jesus as our savior, have no need to worry
about ever losing anything beautiful or precious. Let us close out
our devotional time today meditating on the great truths from 1
Peter 1, and the promise that Jesus has fully secured our inher-
itance and will keep it in pristine condition.

Response/Prayer

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ac-
cording to His great mercy, He has given us a new birth
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead and into an inheritance that is imperishable,
uncorrupted, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. You are
being protected by God’s power through faith for a salva-
tion that is ready to be revealed in the last time

1 Pet. 1:3-5



CHAPTER EIGHT (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 9 -CHRISTMAS
REVIVAL

And He told this parable: “A man had a fig tree
that was planted in his vineyard. He came looking
for fruit on it and found none. He told the vineyard
worker, ‘Listen, for three years I have come look-
ing for fruit on this fig tree and haven'’t found any.
Cut it down! Why should it even waste the soil?’
“But he replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it this year also,
until I dig around it and fertilize it. Perhaps it will
bear fruit next year, but if not, you can cut it down.”
Luke 13:6-9

David Brainerd — Early American Pastor and
Missionary, Diary Author (1718-1747):

and revel among some of the people in these parts, I
thought it proper this day to call them together, and dis-
course to them upon divine things: which I accordingly did from
the parable of the barren fig-tree, Luke 13:6-9. A divine influ-
ence, | am persuaded, accompanied the word at this season. The

F I Yhe Indians having been used upon Christmas days to drink
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power of God appeared in the assembly, not by producing any
remarkable cries, but by shocking and rousing at heart, as it
seemed, several ignorant creatures that were scarce ever moved
with any concern before. The power attending divine truths
seemed to have the influence of the earthquake rather than the
whirlwind upon them. Their passions were not so much alarmed
as has been common here in times past, but their judgments ap-
peared to be powerfully convinced by the masterly and
conquering influence of divine truths. The impressions made
upon the assembly in general, seemed not superficial, but deep
and heart-affecting. O how ready did they now appear universally
to embrace and comply with everything they heard and were con-
vinced was duty! —God was truly in the midst of us, bowing and
melting stubborn hearts! How many tears and sobs were then to
be seen and heard among us! What liveliness and strict attention,
what eagerness and intenseness of mind, appeared in the whole
assembly in the time of divine service! They seemed to watch and
wait for the dropping of God’s word, as the thirsty earth for the
“former and latter rain.””

? Jonathan Edwards, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, vol. 2 (Banner of
Truth Trust, 1974), 403.Diary of David Brainerd, language modernized
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A GENUINE Christmas Miracle!

If you are blessed to have anybody of the female persuasion in
your household, then it is likely that you will see a Hallmark-style
Christmas move or two this year. Almost every one of those mov-
ies features some sort of ‘Christmas miracle,” such as a business
being miraculously saved, a lonely person miraculously finding a
lifelong mate, or a troubled family miraculously coming together
again. That’s all fine and good, and I enjoy a good Hallmark style
movie as much as the next guy, but what you’ve just read above
is a real Christmas miracle. Have you heard of David Brainerd?
Sadly, most Christians today have not. Brainerd was a young pas-
tor that lived in pre-Revolution America. Born in Connecticut in
1718, Brainerd only lived 29 years on this earth, struggling with
health issues before dying of tuberculosis in 1747.

Though Brainerd died young, he lived a full and fruitful life in
service of His King. As a very young man, he sensed a strong call
to take the good news to the Delaware tribe of Native Americans
in New Jersey. He would often ride on horseback to them — even
in the dead of winter — at great risk to his fragile health. His diary,
which is one of the most inspiring Christian books ever written,
records entry after entry whereby Brainerd discusses his efforts
to bring the Gospel to the Delaware tribe, and all the hardships
that ensued along the way. Interspersed with the difficulties, how-
ever, are amazing passages like the one you’ve just read above,
which was written on Christmas day, 1745. Brainerd didn’t spend
his Christmas that year unwrapping presents around a warm fire
and the glowing lights of a Christmas tree, but rather he spent it
teaching the Word of God to a people who did not know Him.
Brainerd’s gift that year was to see the hearts of the Delaware
tribe opened as never before — shook as if by an earthquake, they
were deeply impacted in their heart by this young Connecticut
man who would given his life to take God’s Word to them.
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As I write this week’s passage, the news has just broken of the
death of young John Allen Chau, who was killed trying to take
the good news of Jesus to the Sentinelese people of North Sentinel
Island — a people group that has never had any significant com-
munication and contact with the modern world. I have been
astounded to see how many non-believers (and even some who
claim to be followers of Jesus!) rejoice in the death of this young
and zealous missionary. Many have alleged that Chau was just
carrying on a tradition of imperialism and dominance of native
cultures by Western missionaries. I believe those people would
have their minds changed by reading David Brainerd’s diary, and
seeing how tenderly and sacrificially he loved the Delaware Na-
tive American tribe he was sent to reach. May we who claim the
name of Christ have the Gospel-zeal of David Brainerd this
Christmas and remember to not merely celebrate and keep the
good news of the coming of Jesus to ourselves; rather, let us
boldly and sacrificially share that message to all the world by
horseback, boat, car, or whatever!

Closing Thoughts:

“You guys might think I'm crazy in all this, but I think it’s worth
it to declare Jesus to these people, please do not be angry at them
or at God if I get killed. Rather, please live your lives in obedi-
ence to whatever He has called you to...This is not a pointless
thing. The eternal lives of this tribe is at hand and I can’t wait to
see them around the throne of God worshiping in their own lan-
guage, as Revelations 7:9-10 states...Soli deo gloria” (Glory to
God alone) From the Diary of John Allen Chau,
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Bonus! A Christmas Challenge from Nate Saint**

Approximately three weeks before his martyrdom, and one week be-

fore Christmas, 1955, Nate Saint wrote the following Christmas letter
to his family.
“As we weigh the future & seek the will of God, does it seem right that
we should hazard our lives for just a few savages? As we ask ourselves
this question, we realize that it is not the call of the needy thousands,
rather it is the simple intimation of the prophetic Word that there shall
be some from every tribe in His presence in the last day & in our hearts
we feel that it is pleasing to Him that we should interest ourselves in
making an opening into the Auca prison for Christ.

As we have a high old time this Christmas, may we who know
Christ hear the cry of the damned as they hurtle headlong into the
Christless night without ever a chance. May we be moved with com-
passion as our Lord was. May we shed tears of repentance for these we
have failed to bring out of darkness. Beyond the smiling scenes of Beth-
lehem may we see the crushing agony of Golgotha. May God give us a
new vision of His will concerning the lost and our responsibility. Would
that we could comprehend the lot of these stone-age people who live in
mortal fear of ambush on the jungle trail . . . those to whom the bark of
a gun means sudden, mysterious death . . . those who think all men in
all the world are killers like themselves. If God would grant us the vi-
sion, the word sacrifice would disappear from our lips and thoughts;
we would hate the things that seem now so dear to us; our lives would
suddenly be too short, we would despise time-robbing distractions &
charge the enemy with all our energies in the name of Christ.”

** Nate Saint was one of the 5 missionaries killed in Ecuador in 1956, along
with Jim Elliot. (Copied here in honor of the death of John Allen Chau)






CHAPTER NINE (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 10 - KEEPING
CHRIST...

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God
in the beginning. All things were created through
Him, and apart from Him not one thing was cre-
ated that has been created. Life was in Him, and
that life was the light of men. That light shines in
the darkness, yet the darkness did not overcome it.
John 1:1-5

David Platt — Pastor, Author and Former Southern
Baptist Mission Board Leader (1979-):

e all know that Christmas is a pretty confusing time. It

F\; R/ just doesn’t seem to add up, to make sense. We read
about the humility and poverty of a stable and a baby

that was born amidst that humility and poverty, and yet we sur-
round ourselves with the wealth and indulgence of gift giving. We
read about a star in Bethlehem, and everywhere we go we are sur-
rounded by blinking lights of all kinds of colors and shapes and
sizes. We see the story of a room in the Inn, obscure and dirty.
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But when we think about Christmas, we think about warm houses
and fireplaces and family feasts around the table. We sing about
shepherds, and then we see a lot of salesmen. We read about an-
gels, and then we talk about reindeer, one that even has a big,
bright red nose.

And somewhere along the way there’s a disconnect. I’'m not try-
ing to be Scrooge here, but there’s a disconnect between what we
see revealed in the Christmas story and what we see around us.
And I’m not even trying to be cliché by saying to us that we need
to keep Christ in Christmas.

What I’m saying is that even in the church, those of us who are
focused on Christ have a tendency to miss the whole point, even
those of us who are in the church and who know the story and
who focus on the story, Mary and Joseph and the angels. We fo-
cus on the wise men and the shepherds and we focus on all the
circumstances surrounding this story. Even then we have the pos-
sibility of completely missing the point of Christmas.

The mystery of Christmas is not found primarily in the circum-
stances of the birth of Jesus, but in the identity of the baby in the
manger. It’s not in all the circumstances and all the trappings, but

in the identity of the fact that God—what a mammoth reality—
would become a baby, a crying, screaming, bedwetting baby that
needed to be taught and changed and fed, that was dependent
upon His own creation to nurture Him. This is the reality of a God
who became like that. That is the mystery of what Christmas is
all about. !°

10 David Platt, “Hope of Glory,” in David Platt Sermon Archive (Bir-
mingham, AL: David Platt, 2006), 458—459.
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What is the Real Meaning of Christmas, Charlie
Brown?

The manger, the wise men, the star of Bethlehem, the shepherds
and the angels...there are so many amazing things about the
Christmas story, aren’t there? It’s really no wonder that it is the
biggest holiday in the western world, even for people who aren’t
particularly religious. The danger for Christians, however, is that
we can lose focus on the central element of Christmas. Giving is
not the central element of Christmas, even though it is far better
to give than to receive. Love is not the central element of Christ-
mas, as wonderful, important and great as love is. Family is not
the central element of Christmas, even though we find a family
centrally involved in the Christmas story. What is the MAIN
thing, the most important part of Christmas? Of course, the an-
swer is Jesus. Nobody reading this is even mildly surprised at that
statement. The challenge is not knowing the fact that Jesus is cen-
tral to Christmas, the challenge is rather knowing how to act, live
and celebrate Christmas in light of that fact.

In our family, one way that we have attempted to keep our eyes
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squarely on Jesus during the Christmas season is by celebrating
Advent (almost) every night during December. We read Scripture
together that focus us on Jesus. We sing songs together that focus
us on Jesus, and we pray together in a way that focuses us on
Jesus. Advent has become a very healthy anchor for our family
during the busy December season to stop at least once a day and
turn our thoughts and hearts towards the majesty of the Son of
God. How can your family focus on Jesus this Christmas season?

Response/Prayer

Just like the song found in 1 Timothy 3, here is another early
church hymn, this time in Colossians:

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For everything was created by Him, in heaven and
on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities— all things have been
created through Him and for Him.

He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together.
He is also the head of the body, the church,

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He
might come to have first place in everything.

For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him,
and through Him to reconcile everything to Himself by
making peace through the blood of His cross—whether
things on earth or things in heaven. Colossians 1:15-20



CHAPTER TEN (Peace Theme)

DECEMBER 11 - PEACE ON
EARTH

Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly
host with the angel, praising God and saying:
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on
earth to people He favors! Luke 2:13-14

Charles Spurgeon - Britain’s Prince of Preachers,
prolific writer and pastor. (1834-1892):

‘ x ’ hen they had sung Glory to God, they then sang what
they had never sung before. “Glory to God in the high-

est,” was an old, old song; the angels had sung that

from before the foundations of the world. But, now, they sang, as
it were, a new song before the throne of God: for they added this
stanza—"“on earth, peace.” They did not sing that in the garden.
There was peace there, but it seemed scarce worth singing of.
There was more than peace there; for there was glory to God
there. But, now, man had fallen, and since the day when cherubim
with fiery swords drove out the man, there had been no peace on
earth, save in the chest of some believers, who had obtained peace
from the living fountain of this incarnation of Christ. Wars had
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raged from the ends of the world; men had slaughtered one an-
other, heaps on heaps. There had been wars within as well as wars
without. Conscience had fought with man; Satan had tormented
man with thoughts of sin.

There had been no peace on earth since Adam fell. But, now,
when the newborn King made his appearance, the swaddling band
with which he was wrapped up was the white flag of peace. That
manger was the place where the treaty was signed, whereby war-
fare should be stopped between man’s conscience and himself,
man’s conscience and his God. It was then, that day, the trumpet
blew—“Sheathe the sword, oh man, sheathe the sword, oh con-
science, for God is now at peace with man, and man at peace with
God.”

Do you not feel my brethren, that the gospel of God is peace to
man? Where else can peace be found, but in the message of Jesus?
Go legalist, work for peace with toil and pain, and you shall never
find it. Go you, that trusts in the law: go to Sinai; look to the
flames that Moses saw, and shrink, and tremble, and despair; for
peace is nowhere to be found, but in him, of whom it is said, “This
man shall be peace.” And what a peace it is, beloved! It is peace
like a river, and righteousness like the waves of the sea. It is the
peace of God that passes all understanding, which keeps our
hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. This sacred peace
between the pardoned soul and God the pardoner; this marvelous
atonement between the sinner and his judge, this was it that the
angels sung when they said, “peace on earth”!!

1 C. H. Spurgeon, “The First Christmas Carol,” in The New Park
Street Pulpit Sermons, vol. 4 (London; Glasgow: Passmore & Alabas-
ter; James Paul; George John Stevenson; George Gallie, 1858), 27-28.
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Where Can I Find Peace on Earth?

It can be quite difficult, can’t it — finding real and genuine peace
during such a busy and hectic month! If your family is anything
at all like my family, your calendar fills up more in December
than almost any other time of the year. Sometimes that busyness
makes peace in short supply and high demand. Where can we find
the promised peace that the angel spoke of? Unsurprisingly, the
answer is...Jesus! He provides His people peace in at least three
major ways.

First, Jesus has provided His people peace by His death on the
cross. How does that provide peace for us? Think about it this
way: imagine you have something dreadful coming up — a root
canal, a difficult surgery, a terrible test, or some such thing. Then,
imagine if you will, that something happens that immediately
removes the need for you to go through that dreadful thing. Would
that not bring you a great deal of relief and peace? The fact of the
matter is that you and I have faced such a situation. We have
sinned, and fallen short of the glorious standard of God, and
therefore our fate should be that we are barred from Heaven and
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eternally separated from God in Hell. HOWEVER, for all of those
that have wholehearted faith in Jesus, the good news is that HE
HIMSELF has paid the price for sin that we are supposed to have
paid. Isaiah puts it like this:

Yet He Himself bore our sicknesses, and He carried our
pains, but we in turn regarded Him stricken, struck down
by God, and afflicted. But He was pierced because of our
transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities, punish-
ment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His
wounds. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned
to our own way, and the Lord has punished Him for the
iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:4-6

Tomorrow, we will discuss the second way that Jesus provides
peace for His followers.

Response/Prayer

Grant me, O Lord, to pass the sleep of this night in peace, that
when I rise from my bed, I may please Your most holy Name all
the days of my life and conquer my flesh and the fleshless foes
that war with me. And deliver me, O Lord, from vain and frivo-
lous thoughts, and from evil desires which defile me. For Yours
is the kingdom, the power and the glory of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.
(Prayer of Macarius, Egyptian monk, 300-391 AD)



CHAPTER ELEVEN (Peace Theme)

DECEMBER 12 - PEACE ON
EARTH (part 2)

I have told you these things so that in Me you may
have peace. John 16:33a

Tim Keller — Pastor, Theologian and Christian Author
(1950-):

‘ ‘ I I ark! The Herald Angels Sing,” the famous carol

puts it all together very well. Charles Wesley, who

wrote it, saw in the Christmas story the angels sang
about that the reason the Son of God came to earth is for peace on
earth. That’s the reason why Charles Wesley put it so beautifully.
He said,

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners recon-
ciled!

That’s really the purpose behind Christmas. God and sinners rec-
onciled. There was a problem. We were in an unreconciled
relationship. The reason Jesus Christ came and became physical
was to reconcile us.
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Ordinarily, Christmas is seen as meaning that if we really work
hard we can make the world a better place. That’s the meaning of
Christmas. If we hold hands and breathe in unison, if we really
get together, we can make the world a better place. It’s like that
song they sang in the Live Aid concert in 1985.

We are the world, We are the children We are the ones who
make a brighter day, So let’s start giving

That’s what most people think the meaning of Christmas is. After
that concert, Bob Dylan, who was one of all those rock stars who
were singing said to the press he was very uncomfortable singing
a song like that. Somebody said to him, “Why were you uncom-
fortable?” He said, “I’ll tell you why. Because man cannot save
himself.”

So we look today unto Bob Dylan for the true meaning of Christ-
mas, because he got it right. The Bible says Jesus Christ came
because we cannot save ourselves. There’s a problem. He had to
do something about it.

Christmas, the fact that God became a human and became physi-
cal, implies strongly that the reconciliation affected by God
through Christ on earth is not just going to help you individually
and spiritually. Because it says, “For God was pleased to have all
his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:19-
20)”12

12 Timothy J. Keller, The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive (New Y ork
City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2013).
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Jesus, Prince of Peace

Yesterday, we mentioned that Jesus brings His followers peace in
at least three different ways. First, by His death on the cross. As
Spurgeon showed us, Jesus died on the cross in OUR place (in-
stead of us!) and paid the price for our sin. We don’t have to earn
salvation - it was earned for us! How does that provide peace?
When we turn from our sins and wholeheartedly follow Jesus, we
know that we will have eternal life in Heaven with Him, a place
with no tears, anguish or pain. No matter what you are going
through, you know (if you are a saved follower of Jesus) that eve-
rything ends in glory and wonder and unimaginable peace!

Today, Tim Keller points us to a second way that Jesus provides
peace to His people, by His reconciling us to God. What does
reconcile mean? To reconcile a relationship is to restore a rela-
tionship. Jesus’ death and resurrection has the power to restore
our relationship to God the Father to the level it was in the Garden
of Eden when God daily walked with Adam and Eve. How does
the reconciliation of Jesus bring us peace? Because it brings
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Christians back into fellowship with the One who gives peace,
God the Father. Consider this beautiful Old Testament promise:

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on You, because he trusts in You.” Isaiah 26:3

Tomorrow, we will be encouraged by one more way that Jesus
provides peace to His followers.

Response/Prayer

Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With th” angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem."
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King!

Hail! the heaven-born

Prince of peace!

Hail! the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die:
Born to raise the son of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King (Charles Wesley, 1739)



CHAPTER TWELVE (Pecace Theme)

DECEMBER 13 - PEACE ON
EARTH (part 3)

“I have told you these things so that in Me you may
have peace. You will have suffering in this world.
Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” John

16:33 (full)

Peter Chrysologus - Church Father, Deacon, Preacher
and Bishop of Ravenna (380-450 AD):

with His peace and routed all discord, banished dissen-

sions, and dissipated conflicts. As the brilliance of the sun
lights up the sky, so He illumines the Church with the splendor of
peace. ‘For,” the text says, ‘there has been born to you today a
Savior of the world.” O how desirable is the very name of peace!
How firm a foundation peace is for the Christian religion, and
what a heavenly ornament for the altar of the Lord!

F I \oday, Christ, who is the King of peace, has come forth

What can we utter worthy of peace? Peace is a name of Christ
Himself, as even the Apostle says: ‘For He is our peace, who
made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of
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hostility.” The two (editor’s note: Jews and Gentiles) were at var-
iance, not over conflicting opinions or faith, but because of the
Devil’s envy. But, just as the streets are cleansed when the king
comes forth, and the whole city decked with myriad flowers and
banners to keep out of sight anything less worthy of the king’s
countenance, so also now, when Christ the King of peace comes
forth, let everything depressing be removed from our midst.

Wars have now been destroyed. The beauty of peace holds
everything. The Devil is in mourning, and all his cohort of de-
mons in lamentation. But the heavenly beings now have joy, and
the angels who hold peace especially dear are in exultation. An
unfailing spring of peace is found among the heavenly powers,
and they admire peace. And the dwellers of earth are refreshed by
at least some drops falling from this spring. The angels of heaven
praise that peace and say: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and peace
on earth among men of good will.’

The angels of Heaven announce peace to the earth. The saints on
earth praise Christ, who is our peace, again restored among the

dwellers of heaven, and in mystical choirs they exclaim: ‘Glory
in the highest.” So let us also say with the angels: ‘Glory in the
highest to God,” who humbled the Devil and exalted His Christ.
‘Glory in the highest to God,” who has banished discord and es-
tablished peace. You perceive, brethren, that the angelic hymn is
sonorously vibrant (editor’s note: sounds wonderful musically).
‘Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth.”!3

13 Peter Chrysologus and Valerian, Selected Sermons of Saint Peter
Chrysologus and Saint Valerian’s Homilies, ed. Hermigild Dressler,
trans. George E. Ganss, vol. 17, The Fathers of the Church (Washing-
ton, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 1953), 253-254.
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Jesus Came as a Servant!

Two days ago, we began to learn from the Word how Jesus, the
Prince of Peace, encourages His followers in at least three differ-
ent ways. First, by His death (for our sins) on the cross, He has
secured eternal life for us. Second, by reconciling us to God the
Father, Jesus has restored our relationship with the ultimate
source of peace. Today, we consider a third way that Jesus brings
peace to us. As Peter Chrysologus points out in a sermon from
1600(!) years ago, Christ Himself is OUR peace. Not only has He
provided peace for us in His crucifixion and overcoming of death,
but also in our day to day lives, He gives peace! Revel in this
promise of Jesus:

“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Your heart must not be trou-

bled or fearful.” John 14:27

Jesus left His peace with the disciples, and He promises them (and
us!) to continually give them His peace in an ongoing way. As the
Prince of Peace, He is more than capable of keeping this promise.
Indeed, in this very hour — right now, wherever you are reading



52 - CHASE THOMPSON

this, I can assure you that the Prince of Peace is actively interced-
ing for His people.

“Therefore, He is always able to save those who come to
God through Him, since He always lives to intercede for
them.” Hebrews 7:25

Don’t merely gloss over that Hebrews 7 verse above but put it
in the deepest part of your mind and heart. King Jesus, the Prince
of Peace, is actively interceding (praying) for His people. I don’t
want to candy-coat things, because Jesus didn’t. Go back and look
at our verse of the day, John 16:33 — In this world, Jesus promises,
we WILL have suffering...but HE HAS OVERCOME the world,
and He is interceding for His people, and He is giving His peace
to you who are His followers. Ask Him for it now, remembering
His command/promise: “Ask, and it WILL BE GIVEN to you”
(Matthew 7:7)

Response/Prayer

May we all live in the peace that comes from You. May we jour-
ney towards Your city, sailing through the waters of sin
untouched by the waves, borne tranquilly along by the Holy
Spirit, Your Wisdom beyond all telling. Night and day until the
last day of all, may our praises give You thanks, our thanksgiv-
ing praise You: You who alone are both Father and Son, Son
and Father, the Son who is our Tutor and our Teacher, together
with the Holy Spirit. (Prayer of Clement of Alexandria, 150-215
AD)



CHAPTER THIRTEEN (Worship Theme)

DECEMBER 14 - WE HAVE COME
TO WORSHIP HIM

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the
days of King Herod, wise men from the east arrived
unexpectedly in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He
who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw
His star in the east and have come to worship Him.
When King Herod heard this, he was deeply dis-
turbed, and all Jerusalem with him. So he
assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the
people and asked them where the Messiah would
be born. “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him,”
Matthew 2:1-5

John Piper — Pastor, Theologian, Writer and Founder
of Desiring God Ministries. (1946-):

‘ N ’ e don’t know how the wise men got their information
that there was such a king coming. But it is clear that

Herod got the message: these fellows are not searching

for a mere, ordinary, human. They are searching for the final
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King, to end all kings. And, of course, unlike Anna and Simeon
in Luke 2, that is the last thing Herod was looking for.

So Herod asks the scribes, and the one text that they focus on is
Micah 5:2, “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means
least among the leaders of Judah; for out of you shall come forth
a Ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” Note the only pur-
pose for which the scribes quoted the text was to answer Herod’s
question: Where? And the answer is Bethlehem.

But what if Herod had asked them, “Who?” They might have
read on in Micah 5: “His goings forth are from long ago, from the
days of eternity....And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD
His God. And they will remain, because at that time He will be
great to the ends of the earth.” So this king is not just coming into
being in the womb of his mother Mary. “His goings forth are from
long ago, from the days of eternity.” Or, as John’s Gospel says,
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God” (John 1:1). And this king would not be lim-
ited in his realm to Israel. “He will be great to the ends of the
earth.”

So Matthew’s Gospel portrays Jesus at the beginning and ending
of his Gospel as a universal Messiah for the nations, not just for
Jews. Here the first worshipers are court magicians or astrologers
or wise men not from Israel but from the East—perhaps from
Babylon. They were gentiles. Unclean. And at the end of Matthew
the last words of Jesus are, “A// authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations.”

This not only opened the door for us gentiles to rejoice in the
Messiah, it added proof that he was the Messiah. Because one of
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the repeated prophecies was that the nations and kings would, in
fact, come to him as the ruler of the world. For example, Isaiah
60:3, “Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness
of your rising.” So Matthew adds proof to the messiahship of Je-
sus and shows that he is messiah—a King, and Promise-
Fulfiller—for all the nations, not just Israel. For us, not just Jews.

His aim is that the nations—all the nations (Matthew 24:14)—
worship his Son. This is God’s will for everybody in your office
at work, and in your neighborhood and in your home. As John
4:23 says, “Such the Father seeks to worship him.” At the begin-
ning of Matthew, we still have a “come-see” pattern. But at the
end the pattern is “go-tell”. The magi came and saw. We are to go
and tell. The purpose of God is the ingathering of the nations
to worship his Son.'*

14 John Piper, Sermons from John Piper (1990—1999) (Minneapolis,
MN: Desiring God, 2007).
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Jesus Came as a Servant!

Those were some powerful truths from John Piper! The cele-
bration of Advent should always provoke a strong response in
people, because the birth of Jesus was the most monumental thing
to happen on Earth up until that time. Herod raged and plotted,
the Wise men and Shepherds worshipped. Let us likewise join
with the Wise men and Shepherds and respond today in worship!
“Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the new-

'77

born King

Response/Prayer

My heart rejoices in the Lord;
my horn is lifted up by the Lord.

The Lord brings poverty and gives wealth;

He humbles and He exalts.

He raises the poor from the dust

and lifts the needy from the garbage pile.

He seats them with noblemen

and gives them a throne of honor.

For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s;
He has set the world on them.

He guards the steps of His faithful ones,

but the wicked perish in darkness,

for a man does not prevail by his own strength.
Those who oppose the Lord will be shattered;
He will thunder in the heavens against them.
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.

He will give power to His king;

He will lift up the horn of His anointed. (Hannah, 1 Samuel 2)



CHAPTER FOURTEEN (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 15 - THE DIVINE
DESCENT

A dispute also arose among them, as to which of
them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them, and those in authority over
them are called benefactors. But not so with you.
Rather, let the greatest among you become as the
youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For
who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one
who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table?

But I am among you as the one who serves. Luke
22:24-27

C.S. Lewis — Oxford Professor, Author of the beloved
Narnia Series and many other excellent works:

resurrection. When I say ‘resurrection’ here, I am not re-
ferring simply to the first few hours, or the first few weeks
of the Resurrection. I am talking of this whole, huge pattern of
descent, down, down, and then up again. What we ordinarily call

F I \he story of the Incarnation is the story of a descent and
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the Resurrection being just, so to speak, the point at which it turns.
Think what that descent is. The coming down, not only into hu-
manity, but into those nine months which precede human birth, in
which they tell us we all resemble... strange sub-human forms of
life, and then going lower still into being a corpse. One has a pic-
ture of someone going right down and dredging the sea-bottom.
One has a picture of a strong man trying to lift a very big, com-
plicated burden. He stoops down and gets himself right under it
so that he himself disappears; and then he straightens his back and
moves off with the whole thing swaying on his shoulders.

That is why I think this Grand Miracle is the missing chapter in
this novel, the chapter on which the whole plot turns; that is why
I believe that God really has dived down into the bottom of
creation, and has come up bringing the whole redeemed nature on
His shoulder. The miracles that have already happened are, of
course, as Scripture so often says, the first fruits of that cosmic
summer which is presently coming on. Christ has risen, and so
we shall rise. To be sure, it feels wintry enough still: but often in
the very early spring it feels like that. Two thousand years are

only a day or two by this scale. A man really ought to say, ‘The
Resurrection happened two thousand years ago’ in the same spirit
in which he says, ‘I saw a crocus yesterday.” Because we know
what is coming behind the crocus. The spring cames slowly down
this way; but the great thing is that the corner has been turned. It
remains with us to follow or not, to die in this winter, or to follow
Him and go on into that spring and that summer. '

5 C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock, ed. Walter Hooper (HarperOne,
1994), 85.
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The Grand Miracle!

C.S. Lewis refers to the Incarnation (The Word Made Flesh; Je-
sus, the Son of God, becoming human) as ‘The Grand Miracle.”
In His mind, it is the key to understanding every other miracle in
the Bible, and indeed, the Bible itself. God sent His son Jesus on
a mission to save the world, and what a perilous mission it was!
Jesus had to put on frail humanity and enter a world (that was
bound to kill Him) as a defenseless little baby. And yet He came,
and He lived a beautiful and spotless life, died a tragic death, and
rose victorious, guaranteeing HOPE for all who would look to
Him in faith believing. The Gospel, the good news, starts with the
Lord’s descent into the manger, and ends with His lifting us up
into eternal life. What a wonder we celebrate in December!

Yes, as Lewis says, there are still metaphorical signs of winter all
around us as we await the summer of His coming. We suffer, oth-
ers suffer, doubts come, and sin constantly pulls on us. And yet,
there — just like the first flowers of Spring — we see the Incarnation
and the Resurrection of Jesus, bidding us to remember that winter
is nearly over, and the summer of eternal life will surely arrive.



60 - CHASE THOMPSON

Response/Prayer

Through our Lord Jesus Christ...and the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
grant that all who read what I have written here may know You,
because You alone are God; let them draw strength from You;
keep them from all teaching that is heretical, irreligious or god-
less. (Prayer of Irenaeus of Lyons, 130-200 AD)



CHAPTER FIFTEEN (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 16 - THE WORD
CAME TO DIE

Now since the children have flesh and blood in
common, Jesus also shared in these, so that
through His death He might destroy the one hold-
ing the power of death—that is, the Devil— and
free those who were held in slavery all their lives
by the fear of death. For it is clear that He does not
reach out to help angels, but to help Abraham’s
offspring. Therefore, He had to be like His broth-
ers in every way, so that He could become a
merciful and faithful high priest in service to God,
to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For
since He Himself was tested and has suffered, He

is able to help those who are tested. Hebrews 2:14-
18
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Athanasius of Alexandria — Church Father, Deacon,
Bishop, Theologian and Writer. Fought Valiantly for
Biblical Truth in the Face of Heresy (296-373 AD):

ruption of human beings be undone except, simply, by

dying, yet being immortal and the Son of the Father the
Word was not able to die. For this reason he takes to himself a
body capable of death, in order that it, participating in the Word
who is above all, might be sufficient for death on behalf of all,
and through the indwelling Word would remain incorruptible, and
so corruption might henceforth cease from all by the grace of the
resurrection. Therefore, by offering to death the body he had
taken to himself, as an offering holy and free of all spot, he im-
mediately abolished death from all like him, by the offering of a
like. For being above all, the Word of God consequently, by of-
fering his own temple and his bodily instrument as a substitute for
all, fulfilled in death that which was required; and, being with all
through the like [body], the incorruptible Son of God conse-
quently clothed all with incorruptibility in the promise concerning
the resurrection.

I \or the Word, realizing that in no other way would the cor-

And now the very corruption of death no longer holds ground
against humans because of the indwelling Word, in them through
the one body. As when a great king has entered some large city
and made his dwelling in one of the houses in it, such a city is
certainly made worthy of high honor, and no longer does any en-
emy or bandit descend upon it, but it is rather reckoned worthy of
all care because of the king’s having taken residence in one of its
houses; so also does it happen with the King of all. Coming him-
self into our realm, and dwelling in a body like the others, every
design of the enemy against human beings has henceforth ceased,
and the corruption of death, which had prevailed formerly against



GREAT REJOICINGS! - 63

them, perished. For the race of human beings would have been
utterly dissolved had not the Master and Savior of all, the Son of
God, come for the completion of death. !¢

Christmas and Easter are One

Christmas is a celebration of the defeat of death, and the rescue
of lost wanderers. You might be thinking that I should have said
‘Easter,’ there, right? The fact is that Christmas and Easter are as
linked together as any two things could possibly be. Without the
Nativity/Incarnation, the would be no Crucifixion/Resurrection.
Make no mistake, the little babe in the manger was born to die.

In one of the churches I pastored, our worship leader did some-
thing that really shook a lot of people up. It was basically a skit
that involved a baby Jesus doll in a manger, and it ended with a
loaf of bread (representing the body of Jesus) being nailed to a
cross. The point, of course, was that Christmas flows directly into

16 St Athanasius the Great of Alexandria, On the Incarnation: Transla-
tion, ed. John Behr, trans. John Behr, vol. 44a, Popular Patristics
Series (Yonkers, NY: St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2011), 69.
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Easter; the Incarnation leads to Crucifixion, then Resurrection,
then Rescue.

Seeing something nailed to a cross right next to a manger...That’s
a rather unsettling image, isn’t it? One year for Christmas, I
brought out our church’s large cross, and laid it down heavily on
the manger because, as I mentioned, we cannot separate Christ-
mas from Easter — they are inextricably bound. Baby Jesus came
to suffer and die, and praise God that He did, because we would
be lost and hopeless without the Incarnation AND the Resurrec-
tion. As a side note: Have you ever considered what might have
been the scariest thing for King Jesus to have faced? Would cru-
cifixion (suffering the physical torments AND the wrath of God)
have been worse than whatever process happened to cause the
King of Kings to become a tiny (microscopic) baby in the womb
of Mary? Which of those two things would be worse? I have no
idea, but I am GRATEFUL that Jesus faced both of those horrors
for us. Aren’t you?

Response/Prayer

Lord, be with us this day,

Within us to purify us;

Above us to draw us up;

Beneath us to sustain us;

Before us to lead us;

Behind us to restrain us;

Around us to protect us. (Prayer of Patrick of Ireland, 389-461)



CHAPTER SIXTEEN ( )

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Don’t
be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people: Today a
Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you
in the city of David. This will be the sign for you:
You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and
lying in a feeding trough.”. Luke 2:9-12

Charles Spurgeon - Britain’s Prince of Preachers,
prolific writer and pastor. (1834-1892):

ow, i1f when Christ came on this earth God had sent some
Ndark creature down from heaven, (if there be such crea-
tures there) to tell us, “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men,” and if with a frowning
brow and a stammering tongue he delivered his message, if I had

been there and heard it, I should have struggled to believe him,
for I should have said, “You don’t look like the messenger that
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God would send—stammering fellow as you are—with such glad
news as this.” But when the angels came there was no doubting
the truth of what they said, because it was quite certain that the
angels believed it; they told it as if they did, for they told it with
singing, with joy and gladness.

If some friend, having heard that a legacy was left you, and should
come to you with a solemn countenance, and a tongue like a fu-
neral bell, saying, “Do you know so-and-so has left you
£10,000?” Why, you would say, “Ah! I doubt that,” and laugh in
his face. But if your brother should suddenly burst into your room,
and exclaim, “I say, what do you think? You are a rich man; So-
and-so has left you £10,000!” Why you would say, “I think it is
very likely to be true, for he looks so happy over it.”

Well, when these angels came from heaven, they told the news
just as if they believed it; and though I have often wickedly
doubted my Lord’s good will, I think I never could have doubted
it while I heard those angels singing. No, I should say, “The mes-
sengers themselves are proof of the truth, for it seems they have
heard it from God’s lips; they have no doubt about it, for see how
joyously they tell the news!” Now, poor soul, you that are afraid
lest God should destroy you, and you that think God will never
have mercy upon you, look at the singing angels and doubt if you
dare.

Do not go to the synagogue of long-faced hypocrites to hear the
minister who preaches with a nasal twang, with misery in his face,
while he tells you that God has goodwill towards men; I know
you won’t believe what he says, for he does not preach with joy
in his countenance; he is telling you good news with a grunt, and
you are not likely to receive it. But go straightway to the plain
where Bethlehem shepherds sat by night, and when you hear the
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angels singing out the gospel, by the grace of God upon you, you
cannot help believing that they manifestly feel the preciousness
of telling. Blessed Christmas, that brings such creatures as angels
to confirm our faith in God’s goodwill to men!!”

Good News Should Make Us Joyful!

Spurgeon has hit on something here, hasn’t he? An attitude and
countenance of joy and hope communicates so much more pow-
erfully than pessimism and melancholy. Up until the late 90s, I
found it very difficult to ever enjoy a video or movie depiction of
Jesus — mainly because all the actors portrayed Jesus as utterly
somber, grim, sad and morose ALL OF THE TIME. Yes, Jesus
was indeed described as a ‘man of sorrows,” but He was also a
man of deep and abiding joy:

17C. H. Spurgeon, “The First Christmas Carol,” in The New Park
Street Pulpit Sermons, vol. 4 (London; Glasgow: Passmore & Alabas-
ter; James Paul; George John Stevenson; George Gallie, 1858), 30.
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In that same hour He rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
“[ praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
You have hidden these things from the wise and the learned
and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, because this
was Your good pleasure. Luke 10:21

Go read today’s verse again and remember — the gospel of the
birth of Jesus is described by the angel as being news of GREAT
JOY!

Response/Prayer
O Lord, who hast mercy upon all, take away from me my sins,
and mercifully kindle in me the fire of your Holy Spirit.
Take away from me the heart of stone,
and give me a heart of flesh,
a heart to love and adore thee,
a heart to delight in thee,
to follow and to enjoy thee,
for Christ's sake.
(Ambrose of Milan Prayer 340-397 AD)



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN (Peace Theme)

DECEMBER 18 - OVERCOMING
SEASONAL DEPRESSION

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since death came through a man, the resurrection
of the dead also comes through a man. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive. But each in his own order: Christ, the
firstfruits; afterward, at His coming, those who be-
long to Christ. Then comes the end, when He hands
over the kingdom to God the Father, when He
abolishes all rule and all authority and power. For

He must reign until He puts all His enemies under
His feet. 1 Corinthians 15:20-25

George Muller — Pastor, Evangelist and Caretaker of
Orphans (1805-1898):

n December 24th I went to the Church Missionary Insti-
tution at Islington, in the hope of benefiting the students

there, if it were the Lord’s will. I returned very happy, as
I almost invariably was at that time, and went to bed full of joy.
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Next morning, (being that of Christmas day), I awoke in a very
different state of heart from what I had experienced for many
weeks past. [ had no enjoyment and felt cold and lifeless in prayer.
At our usual morning meeting, however, one of the brethren ex-
horted me to continue to pray, saying, that the Lord surely would
again smile on me, though now for a season, for wise purposes,
he seemed to have withdrawn himself.

I did so. At the Lord’s table, on the next morning, a measure of
enjoyment returned. Afterwards I dined in a family, in company
with the brother just referred to. My former enjoyment gradually
returned. Towards evening the Lord gave me an opportunity of
speaking about his return, and I had great enjoyment in doing so.
At eight o’clock I was asked to expound at family-prayer and was
much assisted by the Lord. About half an hour after the exposition
was over, | was requested to come out of the room to see one of
the servants, and the mother of another of the servants, who had
been present at family-prayer. I found them in tears, and both
deeply impressed and under concern about their souls. I then went
home, at least as happy as on the previous evening. I have related
this circumstance, because I am aware that it is a common temp-
tation of Satan to make us give up the reading of the Word and
prayer when our enjoyment is gone; as if it were of no use to read
the Scriptures when we do not enjoy them, and as if it were of no
use to pray when we have no spirit of prayer; whilst the truth is,
in order to enjoy the Word, we ought to continue to read it, and
the way to obtain a spirit of prayer is, to continue praying; for the
less we read the word of God, the less we desire to read it, and the

less we pray, the less we desire to pray.
18

18 George Muller., A Narrative of Some of the Lord’s Dealings with George
Muller (London, J. Davy and Sons, 1845), 53.
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Christmas Depression.

Have you ever found yourself faced with crushing depression
around the holiday season? Some people go through great sadness
at Christmas for very rational reasons (loss of a loved one, lone-
liness, divorce, financial troubles, or a scary medical condition),
but other people are simply met with crushing depression and
they don’t know why. It’s worth reminding yourself that depres-
sion is not often about something as simple as a lack of faith and
trust in God. George Miiller was one of the most faith-filled servants
of God who has ever lived. He is remembered for building some of the
first orphanages in England, and for ultimately overseeing the care of
over 10,000 orphans. So effective was his watch-care of orphans, that
many in Bristol, England, were known to complain that Miiller’s or-
phanages were elevating poor children beyond their station, and several
area mines and factories (which during the 1800s relied heavily on un-
just child-labor) had difficulty finding children to work for them,
because all of Miiller’s orphans were so highly educated. In addition to
caring for orphans, Miiller also pastored churches, sponsored mission-
aries, founded over 100 schools, and traveled around the world



72 - CHASE THOMPSON

preaching the gospel. Perhaps most astonishing of all, he did all of this
without ever asking any person or church group for donations. He
did not ask for donations in church, nor did he send out letters asking
for support. As a pastor, he refused to even take a regular salary; instead
leaving a box in the back of the sanctuary (and never mentioning it) for
those who wished to fund his salary. His policy, and the policy of his
orphanages and other ministries, was to ask God ALONE for food

money and every material need.

Very often, God’s answer to prayer would come just in time
(including a breakfast for dozens of children that famously ar-
rived right before the meal,) and Miiller scrupulously journaled
every time God answered one of his prayers specifically. In fact,
according to those journals, Miiller saw God answer over 50,000
(FIFTY-THOUSAND) prayer requests specifically and noticea-
bly — some that were answered within hours, and some
that Miiller labored over in prayer for decades until he saw the
answer. Needless to say, Miiller is rightly remembered as a giant
of the faith, and a man of deep, abiding joy. That said, I find it
quite remarkable that ‘Mr. Faith’ himself experienced something
that is common to thousands of Christians: Holiday depression. It
seemingly had no cause, but nevertheless laid him low for a short
time. Ultimately, as you’ve read, the depression passed, and it was
helped to pass by three important factors.

First, Muller was encouraged by a friend to continue praying, be-
cause “The Lord will surely smile on you again.” Unfortunately,
we can’t usually orchestrate the encouragements of our friends —
we can’t make that happen, as pleasant as they are when they
come. However, we CAN ask the Lord to send friends to encour-
age us, and that is a most appropriate prayer during times of
sadness. In addition, we can diligently give ourselves to sowing
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encouragement into other people also, knowing that they might
be going through the same struggles that we are.

Secondly, Muller, though depressed, did not cease doing the min-
istry the Lord had called him to do. Specifically, he taught a
household of people biblical truths while he was still deeply de-
pressed. When he observed how the Lord used his teaching, and
the fruit from it — he rejoiced! Finding something good to rejoice
about in the middle of Christmas depression can be a key to over-
coming.

Finally, Muller didn’t forsake his time in the Word, nor his pray-
ing, and in not forsaking that, he provided himself with
supernatural nourishment and encouragement from God’s Word
and from communing with God. Sometimes I believe that one of
the cleverer strategies of the enemy is to get Christians to a place
where they are too low, or too discouraged, or too panicked to
open their Bibles and seek the Lord. When you are in that place,
do what Muller did and press on through! As he says, “In order to
enjoy the Word, we ought to continue to read it, and the way to
obtain a spirit of prayer is to keep praying.” If you don’t feel
strong enough to do that, ask the Lord right now for the overcom-
ing ability to do so and trust in faith that He will deliver it to you!

Response/Prayer/Promise!
Everyone who asks receives, and the one who searches

finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened

(Matthew 7:8)






CHAPTER EIGHTEEN (Peace Theme)

DECEMBER 19 — SIX
CHRISTMASES IN A YEAR!

“You have heard that it was said to our ancestors,
Do not murder, and whoever murders will be sub-
ject to judgment. But I tell you, everyone who is
angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.
And whoever says to his brother, ‘Fool!” will be
subject to the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You
moron!’ will be subject to hellfire. 23 So if you are
offering your gift on the altar, and there you re-
member that your brother has something against
you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar.
First go and be reconciled with your brother, and
then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:21-24

Charles Spurgeon - Britain’s Prince of Preachers,
prolific writer and pastor. (1834-1892):

nce more the angels said, “Peace to men:” let us labour if
we can to make peace on the next Christmas day. Now,

old gentleman, you won’t allow your son to come in: he
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has offended you. Fetch him at Christmas. “Peace on earth;” you
know: that is a Christmas Carol. Make peace in your family.

Now, brother, you have made a vow that you will never speak to
your brother again. Go after him and say, “Oh, my dear fellow,
let not this day’s sun go down upon our wrath.” Fetch him in and
give him your hand. Now, Mr. Tradesman, you have an opponent
in trade, and you have said some very hard words about him
lately. If you do not make the matter up today, or tomorrow, or as
soon as you can, yet do it on that day. That is the way to keep
Christmas, peace on earth and glory to God. And oh, if you have
anything on your conscience, anything that prevents your having
peace of mind, keep Christmas in your chamber, praying to God
to give you peace; for it is peace on earth, mind, peace in yourself,
peace with yourself, peace with your fellow men, peace with your
God. And do not think you have well celebrated that day until you
can say, “O God, With the world, myself, and You, I sleep at
peace.’

And when the Lord Jesus has become your peace, remember,
there is another thing, good will towards men. Do not try to keep
Christmas without keeping good will towards men. You are a
gentleman and have employees. Well, try and set their chimneys
on fire with a large piece of good, substantial beef for them. If
you are men of wealth, you have poor in your neighborhood. Find
something to clothe the naked, and feed the hungry, and make
glad the mourner. Remember, it is good will towards men. Try, if
you can, to show them goodwill at this special season; and if you
will do that, the poor will say with me, that indeed they wish there
were six Christmases in the year!

Let each one of us go from this place determined, that if we are
angry all the year round, this next week shall be an exception; that
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if we have snarled at everybody last year, this Christmas time we
will strive to be kindly affectionate to others; and if we have lived
all this year at enmity with God, I pray that by his Spirit he may
this week give us peace with him; and then, indeed, my brother,
it will be the merriest Christmas we ever had in all our lives.

Go home to your friends and tell them what the Lord has done for
your soul, and that will make a blessed round of stories at the
Christmas fire! If you will each of you tell your parents how the
Lord met with you in the house of prayer; how, when you left
home, you were wild and irreligious, but have now come back to
love your mother’s God and read your father’s Bible. Oh, what a
happy Christmas that will make! What more shall I say? May God
give you peace with yourselves; may he give you good will to-
wards all your friends, your enemies, and your neighbours; and
may he give you grace to give glory to God in the highest. I will
say no more, except at the close of this sermon to wish every one
of you, when the day shall come, the happiest Christmas you ever
had in your lives.!”

19 C. H. Spurgeon, “The First Christmas Carol,” in The New Park
Street Pulpit Sermons, vol. 4 (London; Glasgow: Passmore & Alabas-
ter; James Paul; George John Stevenson; George Gallie, 1858), 31-32.
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Peace on Earth 1s Practical

Earlier in this book, I kind of poked fun at Hallmark style
Christmas movies, but I will be a little more honest now. I watch
about 3-4 a year (only in December —it’s a heresy against Thanks-
giving to watch them in November!) and most every single one |
watch gets me a little misty-eyed, especially when they involve
fighting/wounded people getting back together. I love a good
peace-making, reconciliation story! We do NOT need to wait for
Christmas to make amends with those we are feuding with. The
fact is, the Bible calls us away from quarreling and fighting, and
disagreements in a stronger way than most of us realize...we just
don’t always obey. Consider these strong challenges:

e [f possible, on your part, live at peace with everyone (Ro-
mans 12:18)

e Accept anyone who is weak in faith, but don’t argue about
doubtful issues. (Romans 14:1)

Therefore, let us no longer criticize one another. Instead de-
cide never to put a stumbling block or pitfall in your
brother’s way. (Romans 14:13)

e But reject foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they
breed quarrels. 24 The Lord’s slave must not quarrel, but
must be gentle to everyone, (2™ Timothy 2:23-24)

Those verses are just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to
peace-focused passages in the Bible! If we are followers of Jesus,
and have His Spirit indwelling us, then we are called to be peace-
makers, peace-seekers, and peace-lovers. We are called away
from criticism, grumbling, complaining, arguing, quarreling, in-
sulting, attacking, and judging. This month (and every month!)
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let us forsake arguments and disunity and participate in the an-
gelic call for peace on earth, good will towards men.

Response/Prayer
1 pray not only for these,
but also for those who believe in Me through their message.
May they all be one,
as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You.
May they also be one in Us,
so the world may believe You sent Me.

I have given them the glory You have given Me. May they be one
as We are one. I am in them and You are in Me.

May they be made completely one,

so the world may know You have sent Me

and have loved them as You have loved Me.

(First century prayer of Jesus of Nazareth (4 BC -33/34 AD)







CHAPTER NINETEEN (Worship Theme)

DECEMBER 20 — VENI
REDEMPTOR GENTIUM (?!)

“Then He led them out as far as Bethany and lifting
up His hands He blessed them. And while He was
blessing them, He left them and was carried up into
heaven. After worshiping Him, they returned to Je-
rusalem with great joy. And they were continually
in the temple complex praising God.” Luke 24:50-

52

Ambrose of Milan- Church Father, Hymn Writer and
Theologian, Bishop of Milan (340-397 AD):

come, Redeemer of the earth,
O and manifest your virgin-birth.
Let every age in wonder fall:
such birth befits the God of all.
Begotten of no human will
but of the Spirit, Thou art still
the Word of God in flesh arrayed,
the promised fruit to man displayed.
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The Virgin's womb that burden gained,
its virgin honor still unstained.

The banners there of virtue glow;
God in his temple dwells below.
Proceeding from His chamber free
that royal home of purity

a giant in twofold substance one,
rejoicing now His course to run.

O equal to the Father, Thou!

gird on Thy fleshly mantle now;

the weakness of our mortal state

with deathless might invigorate.

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
and darkness breathe a newer light
where endless faith shall shine serene
and twilight never intervene.

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee,
whose advent sets Thy people free,
whom, with the Father, we adore,

and Holy Ghost, for evermore. Amen.
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All Praise — His Advent Sets His People Free!

The worship song above was written by a man named Ambrose,
who was from Milan, Italy, and lived in the 300s. Ambrose was
the mentor of Augustine, one of the most influential church writ-
ers and theologians in history. Interestingly, Ambrose did not
pursue a life of ministry, instead, he was a high-ranking govern-
ment official, and a friend of the Roman Emperor Valentinian the
Great. The Bishop of Milan, a crucially important position since
Milan was the capital of the Roman Empire during Ambrose’s
lifetime, died quite suddenly, and there was a squabble as to who
the successor would be. Ambrose, acting in a governmental ca-
pacity, came along to the location of the bishop’s election to try
and be a peacemaker. The whole assembly promptly began crying
out for Ambrose to be made the Bishop. Unlike most people,
however, Ambrose was not interested in that sort of power and
prestige, and felt ill equipped to be a Bishop, since he had no for-
mal theological training. So, he fled and went into hiding!
Fortunately, the Emperor intervened, and persuaded the people
who gave Ambrose sanctuary to give him up, and Ambrose even-
tually became the Bishop of Milan.

Upon assuming this position, Ambrose promptly gave the major-
ity of his wealth away to the poor, donated his land, and began a
very focused study of the Bible and theology. Eventually, Am-
brose would become one of the foremost theologians in church
history — a man known for his intellect AND his charity. He was
also a remarkable hymn writer and a passionate worshipper of Je-
sus. Though we no longer have the music to Ambrose’s hymn, we
do have the words, and the words can lead us into a wonderful
place of worship this Advent season.

Is it appropriate to worship Jesus, or should we only worship God
the Father? The answer is that it is absolutely appropriate and
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biblical and Heavenly to worship Jesus! In fact, it is likely that
the worship of Jesus is going on right now in Heaven. Witness the
passage below from Revelation chapter 5 to see a stunning picture
of Jesus being worshipped in Heaven. Don’t just read it — SEE it,
and let it lead you into the worship of Jesus too!

Response/Prayer

When He took the scroll, the four living creatures and the 24 el-
ders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and gold
bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
And they sang a new song:

You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because
You were slaughtered, and You redeemed people for God by
Your blood from every tribe and language and people and na-
tion. You made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they
will reign on the earth.

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels around the
throne, and also of the living creatures and of the elders. Their
number was countless thousands, plus thousands of thousands.
They said with a loud voice:

The Lamb who was slaughtered is worthy to receive power and
riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and bless-
ing!

I heard every creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth, on
the sea, and everything in them say:

Blessing and honor and glory and dominion to the One seated
on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever! The four liv-
ing creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and
worshiped. (Revelation 5-8-14)



CHAPTER TWENTY (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 21 - JESUS, MEEK
AND LOWLY

“While He was reclining at the table in Levi’s
house, many tax collector sand sinners were also
guests with Jesus and His disciples, because there
were many who were following Him. When the
scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eat-
ing with sinners and tax collectors, they asked His
disciples, “Why does He eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” When Jesus heard this, He told
them, “Those who are well don’t need a doc-
tor, but the sick do need one. I didn’t come to call
the righteous, but sinners,” Mark 2:15-17

Augustine - Church Father, African Writer and
Theologian, Bishop of Hippo (354-430AD):

ow then, my beloved, children and heirs of grace, see
Nyour calling, and with a most enduring love cleave to

Christ—to the Cornerstone, as it were, made manifest to
the Jews and the Gentiles.
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He was made manifest in the very cradle of His infancy to those
close by and to those far away; to the Jews, in the shepherds near-
by, to the Gentiles, in the Magi coming from afar. The former are
believed to have come to Him on the very day He was born, the
others, on this day. He arrived, then—and not to learned people
in the first instance, nor to righteous people in the second. For
certainly lack of education is characteristic of shepherds in the
field as irreligion marks the unholy practices of Magi.

Jesus, the Cornerstone, has drawn both to Himself. He, to be sure,
came to choose the foolish things of the world that He might con-
found the wise, and to call not the just, but sinners, so that no man
might pride himself on his greatness and no man despair because
of his lowliness. And for this reason the Scribes and Pharisees,
priding themselves on their superior learning and justice rejected
Him, the very one they had informed Herod would be born in
Bethlehem based on their studies of the prophets. But because He
is become the chief cornerstone, and what he showed at His birth
He fulfilled in His Passion, let us cling to Him with the other side
of His wall, which contains the remnant of Israel saved according
to the election of grace.

The shepherds prefigured those to be joined to Him from close
by, so that we, too, whose call from afar was signified by the com-
ing of the Magi, may now be not strangers and aliens, but fellow
citizens of the saints and with them members of the family of
God, built side by side on the foundation of the Apostles and the
Prophets, with the cornerstone itself Christ Jesus, who has made
both one. He has made us one that we may love unity and to in-
spire us with an untiring love for the task of gathering up the
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branches that were grafted on from even the wild olive, but were
broken off 2

e

Jesus, Friend of Sinners!

One of the most wondrous — and compelling — aspects of the
character of Jesus is that He attracted tax collectors, traitors, pros-
titutes and sinners, but repelled boastful and arrogant religious
men. As a pastor, I have spoken to many strangers about Jesus.
Often, I ask them about their faith, and if they have a relationship
with God. From time to time, some people will transparently say
that they don’t believe that God would be interested in them very
much, because of the way they have lived their lives. I honestly
love those conversations, because I love talking about the charac-
ter of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who spent time loving and
teaching children, tax collectors and prostitutes. I love to share
with them this hopeful quote of Jesus, “I desire mercy, and not

’

sacrifice.” For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.’

20 Augustine, “Sermon 19,” in St. Augustine: Sermons for Christmas
and Epiphany, ed. Johannes Quasten and Joseph C. Plumpe, trans.
Thomas Comerford Lawler, vol. 15, Ancient Christian Writers (New
York; Mahwah, NJ: The Newman Press, 1952), 162—163.
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(Matthew 9:13) I love to tell them that God is rich in mercy
(Ephesians 2:4), and I love to quote Romans 5:8, “But God shows
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” (ESV) Maybe you are in that place now...maybe you have
fallen so deeply into sin, or maybe you think you’re such a mess
that God could never love you. That’s hogwash, as they say in the
south. For our response time today, we will turn to the parable of
the Pharisee and Tax Collector in order to find out what kind of
person can be saved and made right with God!

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous and looked down on everyone else:
“Two men went up to the temple complex to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee took
his stand and was praying like this: ‘God, I thank You that
I’m not like other people —greedy, unrighteous, adulterers,
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a
tenth of everything I get.’

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even raise
his eyes to heaven but kept striking his chest and saying,
‘God, turn Your wrath from me—a sinner!’ I tell you, this
one (the tax collector) went down to his house justified ra-
ther than the other; because everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted. (Luke 18:9-13)



CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE ( )

“Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast
love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord. Be
glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and
shout for joy, all you upright in heart!” Psalm
32:10-11

Leo I - C, Bishop of Rome, Theologian, Deacon (400-
461 AD):

he mystery of the Incarnation demands our joy Let us be
T glad in the Lord, dearly-beloved, and rejoice with spiritual

joy that there has dawned for us the day of ever-new re-
demption, of ancient preparation, of eternal bliss. For as the year
rolls round, there recurs for us the commemoration of our salva-
tion, which promised from the beginning and accomplished in the
fulness of time will endure forever. We are bound with hearts up-
lifted to adore the divine mystery: so that what is the effect of
God’s great gift may be celebrated by the Church’s great rejoic-

ings. For God the almighty and merciful, Whose nature is
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goodness, Whose will is power, Whose work is mercy: as soon as
the devil’s malignity killed us by the poison of his hatred, foretold
at the very beginning of the world the remedy His piety had pre-
pared for the restoration of us mortals: proclaiming to the serpent
that the seed of the woman should come to crush the lifting of his
baneful head by its power and signifying that Christ would come
in the flesh.

God and man, Who born of a Virgin should by His uncorrupt birth
condemn the despoiler of the human stock. Thus in the whole and
perfect nature of true man was true God born, complete in what
was His own nature, complete in what was our human nature. And
our nature we call what the Creator formed in us from the begin-
ning and what He undertook to repair. For what the deceiver
brought in and the deceived admitted had no trace in the Saviour
Even though he partook of man’s weaknesses, yet He did not
share our faults. He took the form of a slave without stain of sin,
increasing the humanity and not diminishing the Divine: because
the “emptying of Himself” (see Philippians 2, editor’s note) was
the condescension of compassion, not the failing of Power.

Therefore, when the time came, dearly beloved, which had been
foreordained for men’s redemption, there enters these lower parts
of the world, the Son of God, descending from His heavenly
throne and yet not quitting His Father’s glory, begotten in a new
order, by a new nativity?!

9

21 Leo the Great, “Sermons,” in Leo the Great, Gregory the Great, ed.
Philip Schaff and Henry Wace, trans. Charles Lett Feltoe, vol. 12a, A
Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian
Church, Second Series (New York: Christian Literature Company,
1895), 129-130.
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Great Rejoicings!

Today is a day of joy — great joy! The message above is by a man
that many call “Pope” Leo the Great. As I do not consider ‘Pope’
to be a biblical title, and as Jesus was quite clear about His disdain
for titles, especially titles that, like ‘Pope,” are derived from the
word ‘Father,” I am just going to call our preacher above, ‘Leo,’
which is actually a very cool name.

Do not call anyone on earth your father, because you have
one Father, who is in heaven. Matthew 23:9

There are so many wonderful things for us to ponder from
Leo’s 1600-year-old message. Did you notice that he used the
phrase, “dearly beloved?” Preachers have been using that address
for well over 1500 years! More importantly, however, was Leo’s
call, or rather, demand, that Christians celebrate the coming of
Jesus with, “Great Rejoicings!”

“Great Rejoicings” is my new favorite phrase, and it is my
hope that my family will celebrate Advent season this year with
many, many nights of ‘Great Rejoicings.” Many people think joy
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is a frivolous thing, a small emotion that is more to be found in
weak-minded people than in people of high caliber. I couldn’t dis-
agree more. Joy is crucial for the Christian life! It is the second
fruit of the Spirit that Paul lists in Galatians (preceded only by
‘love’) As well, we have a double command in Scripture to AL-

WAYS rejoice (“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:
Rejoice!” Philippians 4:4), and the Israelites learned from Nehe-
miah, that “7he Joy of the Lord” was their strength!

Indeed, Joy is all intertwined in the Advent story, and Leo is right
to urge us on to great rejoicings. When the angel first visits Mary
to tell her that she would be the mother of Jesus, he tells her to
rejoice, because the Lord is with her. And that’s exactly how
Mary responds — she rejoices and breaks into an amazing song of
joy and worship!

And Mary said:

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,
because He has looked with favor

on the humble condition of His slave.

Surely, from now on all generations

will call me blessed,

because the Mighty One

has done great things for me,

and His name is holy.

His mercy is from generation to generation

on those who fear Him.
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He has done a mighty deed with His arm;
He has scattered the proud

because of the thoughts of their hearts;

He has toppled the mighty from their thrones
and exalted the lowly.

He has satisfied the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped His servant Israel,

mindful of His mercy,

just as He spoke to our ancestors,

to Abraham and his descendants forever. (Luke 1:46-55)

Mary’s response to Advent is marvelous, and ours should be sim-
ilar. Remember, the coming of Jesus is “Good news of GREAT
joy,” so no matter what trial or trouble you are faced with to-
day...the good news of the coming of Jesus and His death and
resurrection should bring us to a place of ‘Great Rejoicings!”

I’m not just trying to get you to manufacture joy, or to “fake it,
‘till you make it.” Some of you will be going through tremendous
trials as you are reading this call to joy. I’m right there with you.
No, literally and genuinely right there with you. I’ve had an upper
respiratory infection during the entire time I’ve been writing this
book (several weeks now) and it’s the longest I’ve ever been sick
in my life. In the midst of that, I had an infected tooth that had to
be removed (and a bone graft put in its place), and a bout with the
flu that included one day of 105-degree fever, and two days of
fever over 104. In the natural, I'm worn out, and joy isn’t just
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bubbling out of me. HOWEVER...when I think about the coming
of Jesus...the mystery of the Incarnation, the wonder of Advent,
and the hope of the Resurrection, I can’t help but feel joy welling
up inside of me! Even when we are going through difficult times
— and your difficulties may be ten times greater than mine — we
can have joy knowing that Jesus is going to come and wipe away
every tear. Ask Him now to restore unto you the joy of your sal-
vation and worship Him along with the words to Psalm 66 below.

Response/Prayer
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth!
Sing about the glory of His name,
make His praise glorious.
Say to God, “How awe-inspiring are Your works!
Your enemies will cringe before You
because of Your great strength.
All the earth will worship You
and sing praise to You.
They will sing praise to Your name. “Selah
Come and see the wonders of God;

His acts for humanity are awe-inspiring. (Psalm 66:1-5)



CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 23 - ALWAYS
REMEMBERED

The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: Af-
ter His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,
it was discovered before they came together that
she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 So her hus-
band Joseph, being a righteous man, and not
wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to di-
vorce her secretly. But after he had considered
these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly ap-
peared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
because what has been conceived in her is by the
Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you
are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His
people from their sins.”’. Matthew 1:18-21
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George Whitefield — British Travelling Evangelist and
Preacher (1714-1770):

duty by most who profess Christianity. When we consider

the condescension (editor’s note: The ‘stooping down’)
and love of the Lord Jesus Christ, in submitting to be born of a
virgin, a poor sinful creature; and especially as he knew how he
was to be treated in this world; that he was to be despised, scoffed
at, and at last to die a painful, shameful, and ignominious death;
that he should be treated as though he was the dirty dish water of
all mankind; the consideration of these things should make us to
admire the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, who was so willing to

g I \he celebration of the birth of Christ has been esteemed a

offer himself as a ransom for the sins of the people, that when the
fullness of time was come, Christ came, made of a woman, made
under the law: he came according to the eternal counsel of the
Father; he came, not in glory or in splendor, not like him who
brought all salvation with him: no, he was born in a stable, and
laid in a manger; oxen were his companions.

O amazing condescension of the Lord Jesus Christ, to stoop to
such low and poor things for our sake. What love is this, what
great and wonderful love was here, that the Son of God should
come into our world in so mean a condition, to deliver us from
the sin and misery in which we were involved by our fall in our
first parents! And as all that proceeded from the springs must be
muddy, because the fountain was so, the Lord Jesus Christ
came to take our natures upon him, to die a shameful, a pain-
ful, and an accursed death for our sakes; he died for our sins,
and to bring us to God: he cleansed us by his blood from the
guilt of sin, he satisfaction for our imperfections; and now, my
brethren, we have access unto him with boldness; he is a me-
diator between us and his sin-offended Father.
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Therefore, we must consider into what state, and at how great
a distance from God we are fallen; how vile our natures were;
what a depravity, and how incapable to restore that image of God
to our souls, which we lost in our first parents. When I consider
these things, my brethren, and that the Lord Jesus Christ came to
restore us to that favor with God which we had lost, and that
Christ not only came down with an intent to do it, but actually
accomplished all that was in his heart towards us; that he raised
and brought us into favor with God, that we might find kindness
and mercy in his sight; surely this calls for some return of thanks
on our part to our dear Redeemer, for this love and kindness to
our souls.

How just would it have been of him, to have left us in that
deplorable state wherein we, by our guilt, had involved ourselves?
For God could not receive any additional good by our salvation;
but it was love, mere love; it was free love that brought the Lord
Jesus Christ into our world about 1700 years ago. (Editor’s note:
This message was preached in the 1700s!) What, shall we not re-
member the birth of our Jesus? Shall we yearly celebrate the birth
of our temporal king, and shall that of the King of kings be quite
forgotten? Shall that only, which ought to be had chiefly in re-
membrance, be quite forgotten? God forbid! No, my dear
brethren, let us celebrate and keep this festival of our church,
with joy in our hearts: let the birth of a Redeemer, which re-
deemed us from sin, from wrath, from death, from hell, be
always remembered; may this Savior's love never be forgot-
ten!

May we sing forth all his love and glory as long as life shall last
here, and through an endless eternity in the world above! May we
chant forth the wonders of redeeming love, and the riches of free
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grace, amidst angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
without intermission, for ever and ever! And as, my brethren, the
time for keeping this festival is approaching, let us consider our
duty in the true observation thereof, of the right way for the glory
of God, and the good of immortal souls, to celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ; an event which ought to be had in eternal
remembrance.?

Let us Celebrate!

George Whitefield is a personal hero of mine, and he lived an
astonishingly fruitful and productive life in the service of his hero
Jesus. Whitefield is known to have preached over 18,000 ser-
mons, to as many as ten million people, and this without the aid
of any amplifying device or the conveniences of modern travel.
His preaching, and the response to it, helped to launch a period of
worldwide revival called the Great Awakening. I love how force-
full and passionate Whitefield is here in his message and his
urging to his listeners and readers to celebrate the birth of Jesus
with joy. It is a good exhortation, and we should take it to heart.

22 The Observation of the Birth of Christ, the Duty of all Christians; or the
True Way of Keeping Christmas Sermon by George Whitefield, 1714-1770
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There are some believers who are adamantly opposed to Christ-
mas. They protest that it is over-commercialized, over-done, has
pagan origins, etc. And thus, they have nothing to do with cele-
brating Christmas. I can understand the frustration with all the
excesses of the season, and there are indeed some Christmas tra-
ditions that really have no place whatsoever in the REAL
Christmas story (Yule logs, holly/ivy, etc.) but I’ve never thought
the solution to such unnecessary Christmas additions is to chuck
the holiday entirely. Rather, I believe we should celebrate Christ-
mas, and that we should do so heartily and with all our might and
joy, for the exact reasons that Whitefield describes. If we are go-
ing to celebrate anything, then we should celebrate the birth, death
and resurrection of Jesus above all. It is GOOD news of GREAT
Joy, and it is well worth remembering, savoring and celebrating.
You don’t have to have a tree to do that (but you can), you don’t
have to decorate your house with thousands of multi-colored
lights either (but, I guess you can do that too!) Celebrating the
coming of Jesus can look different to different people, but by all
possible means, and with all your vigor — celebrate, remember
and rejoice!

Response/Prayer

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer

Our spirits by Thine advent here

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night

And death's dark shadows put to flight

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel. (1700s Latin/German hymn)






CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE (Gospel Theme)

DECEMBER 24 — HE CLOTHED
DEATH IN SHAME!

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
since death came through a man, the resurrection
of the dead also comes through a man. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive. But each in his own order: Christ, the
firstfruits; afterward, at His coming, those who be-
long to Christ. Then comes the end, when He hands
over the kingdom to God the Father, when He
abolishes all rule and all authority and power. 25
For He must reign until He puts all His enemies
under His feet. 1 Corinthians 15:20-25

Melito of Sardis - Church Father, Theologian, Bishop,
Prophet and Writer (Died ~180 AD):

his is the one who comes from heaven onto the earth for
Tthe suffering ones, and wraps himself in a suffering one
through a virgin womb, and comes as a man.
He accepted the suffering of those who suffer,




102 - CHASE THOMPSON

through suffering in a body that could himself suffer,
and he set free the flesh from suffering

Through the spirit that cannot die.

He slew the murderer death.

He is the one led like a lamb

and slaughtered like a sheep;

he ransomed us from the worship of the world
as from the land of Egypt,

and he set us free from the slavery of the devil
as from the hands of Pharaoh,

and sealed our souls with his own spirit,

and the members of our body with his blood.
This is the one who clothed death in shame
and, as Moses did to Pharaoh,

made the devil grieve.

This is the one who struck down lawlessness

and made injustice childless,

as Moses did to Egypt.

This is the one who delivered us

from slavery to freedom,

from darkness into light,

from death into life,

from tyranny into eternal kingdom,

and made us a new priesthood,

and a people everlasting for himself.

This is the Pascha (Easter/Passover) of our salvation:
this is the one who in many people endured many things.
This is the one who was murdered in Abel,

tied up in Isaac, exiled in Jacob,

sold in Joseph,

exposed in Moses,

slaughtered in the lamb,

hunted in David,
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dishonored in the prophets.

This is the one made flesh in a virgin,

who was hanged on a tree,

who was buried in the earth,

who was raised from the dead,

who was exalted to the heights of Heaven.

This is the lamb slain, this is the speechless lamb,
this is the one born of Mary the fair sheep,

this is the one taken from the flock,

and led to slaughter.

Who was sacrificed in the evening,

and buried at night;

who was not broken on the tree,

who was not undone in the earth,

who rose from the dead and resurrected humankind from the
grave below.”’

(Pictured: Ancient Greek Gymnasium at Sardis)

2 Mark W. Elliott, ed., Isaiah 40-66, Ancient Christian Commentary
on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007), 166—167.
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What is a Melito of Sardis?!

Melito of Sardis. Now, there’s a name you don’t hear every day!
Which is a shame — most people in Western Christianity have
completely forgotten about Melito, but he was a fascinating and
remarkably important Christian in church history. He lived in the
second century, very near to the time of the apostles, and died in
180 AD. It was Melito who first compiled a list of the books of
the Old Testament, and in fact, it was Melito who coined the term,
“Old Testament!” Melito was a church leader, theologian, and
bishop, who was considered a prophet by many, including the Af-
rican church father Tertullian. Melito wrote a powerful defense
of Christianity to the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius, urging
him to intervene and stop state sponsored persecution of Chris-
tians.

“On Pascha,” (Pascha means ‘Easter’), which is quoted above,
is one of Melito’s works on the birth, death and resurrection of
Jesus. [ urge you to read it through more than once. What a pow-
erful testimony Melito has presented us about Jesus! Jesus has
wrapped himself in suffering through a virgin’s womb. Jesus has
killed the murderer or manslayer ‘death.” Jesus has clothed death
in shame, and delivered us from darkness into light, from slavery
to freedom and from death into life! Hallelujah and Hosanna! Je-
sus was hung on a tree for us, and suffered a dishonorable death,
was buried, but not broken by the tree, or undone by the
earth...He rose victorious from the ground AND resurrected hu-
manity as well. Such stirring words of worship from Melito.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful for a modern worship leader to take the
lyrics above, and transform them into a Christmas time song of
praise to the savior?
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Response/Prayer

As a response to today’s devotional, let’s end by meditating on a
wonderful passage of hope in Revelation. You might have no-
ticed how Melito personifies death in his Pascha work, and
perhaps been a little surprised to read that. You might be even
more surprised that the Bible also personifies death. Reread our
opening passage from 1 Corinthians 15 — Paul says death is an
enemy, that will one day be under the feet of Jesus! Here is a
similar passage from Revelation, note how Death and Hades are
both thrown into the lake of fire. Death will be no more!

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it,

from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no
place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great
and the small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened,; and another book was opened, which is the book
of life; and the dead were judged from the things which
were written in the books, according to their deeds. And
the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and
Hades gave up the dead which were in them,; and they were
judged, every one of them according to their deeds. Then
death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is
the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into
the lake of fire. Revelation 20:11-15







CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR (Gospel and Joy)

DECEMBER 25 -JOY
IMMEASURABLE...MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she
wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a
feeding trough—because there was no room for
them at the lodging place. In the same region,
shepherds were staying out in the fields and keep-
ing watch at night over their flock. Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for
look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people: Today a Savior, who is
Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of
David. This will be the sign for you: You will find
a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feed-
ing trough.”

Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly
host with the angel, praising God and saying:
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Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on
earth to people He favors!

When the angels had left them and returned to
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s
go straight to Bethlehem and see what has hap-
pened, which the Lord has made known to us.”

They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph,
and the baby who was lying in the feeding trough.
After seeing them, they reported the message they
were told about this child, and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
1But Mary was treasuring up all these things in her
heart and meditating on them. The shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had seen and heard, just as they had been told.
Luke 2:7-20

Charles Spurgeon - Britain’s Prince of Preachers,
prolific writer and pastor. (1834-1892):

us joy immeasurable, fit for immortal minds. It is a lasting

joy, a joy which will ring all down the ages, the echoes of
which shall be heard until the trumpet brings the resurrection; aye,
and onward forever and forever. For when God sent forth the an-
gel in his brightness to say, “I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people,” he did as much as say, “From this
time forth it shall be joy to the sons of men; there shall be peace
to the human race, and goodwill towards men forever and forever,
as long as there is glory to God in the highest.” O blessed thought!

I : arth’s joy is small, her mirth is trivial, but heaven has sent
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the Star of Bethlehem shall never set. Jesus, the fairest among ten
thousand, the most lovely among the beautiful, is a joy forever.

Since this joy is expressly associated with the glory of God, by
the words, “Glory to God in the highest,” we may be quite clear
that it is a pure and holy joy. No other joy would an angel have
proclaimed, and, indeed, no other joy is joy. The wine pressed
from the grapes of Sodom may sparkle and foam, but it is bitter-
ness in the end, and the dregs of it are death; only that which
comes from the clusters of Eschol (a region that produced enor-
mous grapes in the promised land, editor’s note) is the true wine
of the kingdom, making glad the heart of God and man. Holy joy
is the joy of heaven, and that, be sure, is the very cream of joy.

The joy announced by the angel of the nativity is as pure as it is
lasting, as holy as it is great. Let us then always believe concern-
ing Christianity that it has its joy within itself, and holds its feasts
within its own pure places, a feast whose foods all grow on holy
ground. There are those who on Christmas will pretend to exhibit
joy in the remembrance of our Saviour’s birth, but they will not
seek their highest pleasure in the Saviour: they will need many
additions to the feast before they can be satisfied. Joy in Imman-
uel would be a poor sort of mirth to them.

In this country, too often, if one were unaware of the name, one
might believe the Christmas festival to be a feast of Bacchus, or
a pagan party, certainly not a commemoration of the Divine birth.
Yet is there cause enough for holy joy in the Lord himself, and
reasons for ecstasy in his birth among men. It is to be feared that
most men imagine that in Christ there is only seriousness and so-
lemnity, and to them consequently weariness, gloom, and
discontent; therefore, they look out of and beyond what Christ
allows, to snatch from the tables of Satan the delicacies with
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which to adorn the banquet held in honour of a Saviour. Let it not
be so among you. The joy which the gospel brings is not borrowed
but blooms in its own garden.

Let our joy be living water from those sacred wells which the
Lord himself has dug, and may his joy abide in us, that our joy
may be full. Of Christ’s joy we cannot have too much; no fear of
running to excess when his love is the wine we drink. Oh to be
plunged in this pure stream of spiritual delights!

But why is it that the coming of Christ into the world is the
occasion of such joy? Because it is evermore a joyous fact that
God should be in alliance with man, especially when the alliance
is so near that God should in very deed take our manhood into
union with his godhead; so that God and man should constitute
one divine, mysterious person. Sin had separated God and man;
but the incarnation bridges the separation: it is a prelude to the
atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, but it is a prelude full of
the richest hope. From now on, when God looks upon man, he
will remember that his own Son is a man. From this day forth,
when he beholds the sinner, if his wrath should burn, he will re-
member that his own Son, as man, stood in the sinner’s place, and
bore the sinner’s doom. But now not as an angel of vengeance,
but as a man in mercy God has come; not to spy out our sin, but
to remove it; not to punish guilt, but to forgive it. The Lord might
have come with thunderbolts in both his hands, he might have
come like Elias to call fire from heaven; but no, his hands are full
of gifts of love, and his presence is the guarantee of grace. The
babe born in the manger might have been another prophet of tears,
or another son of thunder, but he was not so: he came in gentle-
ness, his glory and his thunder alike laid aside.
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Rejoice, you who feel that you are lost; your Saviour comes to
seek and save you. Be of good cheer you who are in prison, for
he comes to set you free. You who are famished and ready to die,
rejoice that he has consecrated for you a Bethlehem, a house of
bread, and he has come to be the bread of life to your souls. Re-
joice, O sinners, everywhere for the restorer of the castaways, the
Saviour of the fallen is born. Join in the joy, you saints, for he is
the preserver of the saved ones, delivering them from innumera-
ble perils, and he is the sure perfecter of all that he preserves. **

is how @Od showed
his love among us; He

sent his one and only

o

into the WOR LD

that we might live through
him.
1John 4:9

Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy!

Have you ever read so many uses of the word ‘Joy’ in one passage
as you just did in that snippet of a sermon from Charles Spurgeon?
I counted them up — the word ‘joy’ appears 27 times in that little
excerpt. And why shouldn’t it? Whether Jesus was literally born
on December 25" or not, today is as fine a day as any, and

24 C. H. Spurgeon, “Joy Born at Bethlehem,” in The Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 17 (London: Passmore & Alabaster,
1871), 700-701.
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probably finer than most — to celebrate His appearing with joy,
joy, joy! The Incarnation of Jesus is the greatest and noblest (and
riskiest!) rescue mission ever undertaken. That mission worked
to perfection, and you and I are the beneficiary! Banish gloomy
thoughts and small earthly desires and sit down today to feast at
the table of the Incarnation.

Have you ever had to wait on something? When I was young, if
you ordered anything (out of a catalog, from a store, by phone,
etc.) you would wait at least a week, sometimes 4-6 weeks before
the thing you ordered came in. It was maddening to wait that long!
Today, we have Amazon Prime and two-day delivery in much of
the Western world, and it still feels like a long time. We are not a
patient people. Consider this, however: When Isaiah wrote the
following hope-filled prophecy about the coming of Jesus to his
people, it would take around 700 years (!) for it to come to pass:

“Zion, herald of good news, go up on a high mountain. Je-
rusalem, herald of good news, raise your voice loudly.
Raise it, do not be afraid! Say to the cities of Judah, “Here
is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with strength, and
His power establishes His rule.

His reward is with Him, and His gifts accompany Him.

He protects His flock like a shepherd; He gathers the lambs
in His arms and carries them in the fold of His garment. He
gently leads those that are nursing.” (Isaiah 40:9-11)

Isaiah’s people had to wait over 700 years before that promise
was fulfilled. We don’t, which should bring us again to a place of
‘Great Rejoicings!” Our powerful God has come to earth, and He
has come in gentleness, like a shepherd. Celebrate His coming
today with all your heart, might, soul and strength. And, because
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we aren’t 100 percent sure when Jesus was born...you can cele-
brate His coming every day just as vigorously!

Merry Christmas to you, dear reader, from a restored castaway to
other restored castaways — thank you for reading this, and I deeply
hope that it was a blessing and encouragement to you!

Response/Prayer

“He came, God-incarnate, to save me to the uttermost, As man
to die my death, To shed satisfying blood on my behalf, To
work out a perfect righteousness for me. O God, take me in
spirit to the watchful shepherds, And enlarge my mind; Let me
hear good tidings of great joy, And hearing, believe, rejoice,
praise, adore, My conscience bathed in an ocean of repose, My
eyes uplifted to a reconciled Father; Place me with ox, ass,
camel, goat, To look with them upon my Redeemer’s face, And
in him account myself delivered from sin; Let me with Simeon
clasp the new-born child to my heart, Embrace him with undy-
ing faith, Exulting that he is mine and I am his. In him thou has
given me so much that heaven can give no more.”?

We thank you, our Father, for the life and knowledge which You
made known to us through Jesus your Servant; to you be the
glory forever. We give you thanks, Holy Father, for your holy
name, which you have caused to dwell in our hearts, and for the
knowledge and faith and immortality that you have made known
to us through Jesus your servant; to you be the glory forever.
(This prayer is from the Didache, an early church document
from the 100s)

25 From: “The Valley of Vision,” by Arthur Bennett, 1975 Banner of Truth,
page 28-29
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